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FSC's  MASSPffiG  attends  homeless  conference 

MASSPIRG's  "Homeless  Shelter"  heightens  campus  awareness  to  the  reality  of  homelessness 


Masspirg  erected  a  "homeless  shelter"  on  the  quad  to  emphasize  the  plight  and  reality  of  the  homeless 


by  Rebecca  Skobe 
Contributing  writer 

Five  Fitchburg  State  Col- 
lege students  and  the 
MASSPIRG  organizer  went 
to  the  University  of  Virginia 


in  October  to  attend  a  conven- 
tion coordinated  by  the  Na- 
tional Campaign  Against 
Hunger  and  Homelessness 
(NSCAHH). 

Convention  participants 
from  the  FSC  community  in- 


cluded Scott  Delanco,  Jo- 
seph Anthony,  PJ. 
Nicholls,  Christine  Noyer, 
Rebecca  Skobe  and  orga- 
nizer Becky  Coach.  The  six 
participants  agreed  that  the 
opening  day,  three-speaker 


presentation  entitled,  "Faces 
of  Homelessness",  had  a 
shocking  impact. 

These  three  speakers  dis- 
cussed their  lives  on  the 
streets. 

The  first  speaker,  Linda 
Haley,  said  she  was  forced  to 
began  her  life  on  the  streets  at 
a  very  young  age  because  of 
sexual  abuse  and  literal  starva- 
tion by  her  father. 

The  next  speaker,  Maury 
"Steamtrain"  Graham  said 
that  his  life  of  being  a  hobo  is 
often  stereotyped  with  being  a 
drunk. 

Another  speaker,  Jim 
Peterson,  said  that  he  was  dis- 
charged from  the  army  at  the 
age  of  18  for  drug  abuse. 
When  he  told  his  father  about 
the  discharge,  Peterson  took  to 
the  streets  and  found  himself 
living  in  shelters  for  the  next 
17  years. 

Peterson  said  that  shelters 
are  only  a  temporary  solution 
for  the  homeless,  as  they  may 
only  stay  for  28  days.  Afterhis 
permitted  time  at  these  shel- 


ters had  passed,  Peterson  said 
he  had  to  find  somewhere  else 
to  live,  even  though  he  was 
still  addicted  to  drugs. 

In  1990,  however,  a 
woman  from  Amherst,  Mass. 
steered  Peterson  in  the  right 
direction.  She  enabled  him  to 
get  help  and  gave  him  the 
needed  confidence  to  succeed. 
Now  almost  three  years  later 
Peterson  has  an  apartment,  a 
wife,  and  a  newborn  baby  girl. 

Homelessness  stories  like 
Jim  Peterson's  rarely  produce 
such  positive  results.  The 
homeless  population  exceeds 
over  3  million  people  and  it 
includes  families  and  even  the 
middle  class. 

Students  who  attended  the 
NSCAHH  convention  be- 
lieve that  "the  living  hell  of  not 
knowing  when  the  next  meal 
will  be  orwhere  theirhead  will 
rest  at  night  has  been  a  night- 
mare for  too  many  years".  The 

NSCAHH  motto  is  "Shelter  is 
a  right,  not  a  privilege". 
The  trip,  sponsored  by  MASS- 
PIRG, and  funded  by  SGA. 


Defendants  in  Myrtle  brawl  appear  in  court 


by  Jeffrey  Mann 
Strobe  staff 

The  four  men  charged  in 
the  alleged  attack  on  six  FSC 
students  at  an  off-campus 
party  two  weeks  ago  appeared 
in  Fitchburg  District  Court 
again  on  Thursday,  November 
18,  to  determine  exactly  when 
and  where  each  of  these  cases 
will  be  heard. 

The  court  determined  that 
all  four  suspects,  who  are 
charged  with  injuring  six 
people  at  a  party  on  1 64  Myrtle 
Ave.,  appeared  in  district  court 
again  for  motions  on  Tuesday, 
November  24;  and  in  Worces- 
ter District  Court  Thursday, 
December  10  for  probable 
cause  hearings. 

At  the  proceedings  the  at- 
torney defending  John  C. 
Bembaum,  21,  of  164 
Franklin  St.,  Maiden,  asked 
that  the  court  reduce  the  origi- 
nal $20,000  cash  bail  set  by 
Assistant  Clerk  Magistrate 
David  W.  Bishop  to  $2500,  on 
the  condition  that  he  meet  a 


regulated  daily  curfew  of 
10:00pm  each  night  and  that 
he  stay  out  of  Fitchburg  alto- 
gether. 

He  argued  that  Bembaum 
father,  who  is  handicapped 
and  operates  a  small  trucking 
business  needs  his  son  John  to 
perform  all  of  the  duties  re- 
quiring heavy  lifting  and  la- 
bor. 

He  also  said  that,  according 
to  Bembaum,  the  alleged  inci- 
dent took  place  as  the  result  of 
a  disagreement  concerning 
one  of  the  defendants  who  was 
"making  a  pass"  at  a  young 
woman  at  the  party. 

Bembaum 's  counsel  fur- 
ther suggested  that  the  hostili- 
ties were  directed  at  the  defen- 
dants, who  were  aUegedly  at 
the  party  for  three  to  five  hours 
before  the  fracas  took  place, 
and  may  have  been  racially 
motivated,  since  the  other 
three  defendants  were  "the 
only  people  attending  the 
party  who  were  black." 

However,  according  to  an 
unnamed  source,  the  defen- 


dants were  at  the  party  for  less 
than  an  hour.  He  said  that  ev- 
eryone was  told  to  leave,  but 
they  refused  to  do  so. 

Also,  the  source  said  that  a 
bottle  was  thrown  by  one  of 
the  defendants,  which  sparked 
the  entire  brawl.  At  one  point, 
he  alleges  that  one  of  the  sus- 
pects pulled  a  knife  and  threat- 
ened them  with  it. 

"There's  no  way  it  was  a 
racial  thing,"  he  said.  "They 
didn't  hesitate  to  start 
trouble." 

After  hearing  the 
attorney's  arguments,  the 
court  denied  his  request  for  a 
bail  reduction,  ordering  bail  to 
stand  at  $20,000  in  cash 

Bembaum  is  facing 
charges  of  assault  and  battery 
with  a  dangerous  weapon,  a 
broken  bottle,  and  assault  with 
intent  to  murder. 

The  attorney  representing 
Kenneth  L.  Armstrong,  21,  of 
Maiden,  requested  mat  the 

Defendants  in  brawl, 

continued  to  page  2 


Winter  arrives  at  FSC 


Winter  arrives  here  at  the  FSC  campus,  and  finals  are  just 
around  the  comer.  Now  that's  cold! 


Head  Coach 
Vin  Keough 
steps  down  as 
leader  of  the 
Falcons 
football 
brigade. 
Story  on 
page  3. 


DAKAmay 
not  make  the 
"best  eats" 
section  of  the 
Phoenix,  but  it 
has  a  menu 
students  can 
respect.  Story 
on  page  4. 


The  Indian  Hill 
Symphony 
Orchestra  is  a 
memorable 
might  of  music 
and  magic. 
Story  on  page  9. 
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Moon  addresses  current  arms  control 


History  department 

John  Moon  was  invited 
by  the  Center  for  Strategic 
and  International  Studies 
(Washington,  D.C.  )  to  par- 
ticipate in  an  October  6, 1 992 
conference  on  the  "imple- 
mentation of  the  Chemical 
Weapons  Convention". 

Conference  participants 
included  ambassadors; 
members  of  the  Department 
of  State,  die  Pentagon,  the 
Arms  Control  and  Disarma- 
ment Agency  and  the  depart- 
ment of  Energy;  representa- 
tives of  the  chemical  indus- 
try, newspaper  reporters,  of- 
ficials of  the  National  Secu- 
rity Agency,  legislative  as- 
sistants and  academics.  The 
meeting  consisted  of  several 
panels. 

Moon  reports  that  the 
high  points  of  the  meeting 
were  an  address  by  Con- 
gressman H.  Martin 
Lancaster  and  keynote  ad- 
dress by  Stephen  Leodgar, 
the  United  States  Ambassa- 
dor to  the  Conference  onDis- 
armament  in  Geneva.  This 
unique  treaty,  to  be  imple- 
mented over  a  ten  year  period 
after  it  comes  into  effect, 
calls  for  the  "prohibition  of 
the  development,  produc- 
tion, stockpiling  and  use  of 
chemical  weapons".  It  also 
mandates  the  destruction  of 
all  existing  chemical  weap- 
ons by  the  treaty  parties. 

The  regime,  to  be  located 
in  Den  Hague,  Holland,  will 
be  implemented  by  a  com- 
plex system  of  inspection 
and  verification  measures, 
including  "challenge  inspec- 
tions" in  the  case  of  sus- 
pected cheating.  The  com- 
pleted treaty,  supported  by 
over  one  hundred  co-spon- 
sors, is  now  before  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  the  United 
Nations.  Once  approved  by 
the  General  Assembly,  it  will 
be  ready  for  signing.  It  is 
expected  that  the  signing  cer- 


emony will  take  place  in 
Paris  in  January  1993. 

According  to  Moon, 
there  are  four  implementa- 
tion problems: 

1.  Adherence:  making 
sure  that  adherence  to  the 
treaty  is  as  universal  as  pos- 
sible. The  major  problem 
here  lies  with  the  underde- 
veloped countries,  many  of 
whom  see  the  treaty  as 
overly  intrusive,  and  the 
Arab  countries  who  are 
seeking  to  link  treaty  adher- 
ence to  Israel's  agreement  to 
join  the  nuclear  non-prolif- 
eration regime. 

2.  Destruction  of  existing 
stocks  of  chemical  weapons: 
Depressingly,  it  is  easier  to 
build  them  than  to  destroy 
them.  Destruction  is  costly 
(especially  for  the  Soviet 
Union)  and  raises  environ- 
mental concerns.  "Sure,  we 
should  get  rid  of  them;  but 
not  in  my  back  yard." 

3.  Verification:  How  do 
you  preserve  the  confidenti- 
ality of  legitimate  industrial 
information  while  carrying 
out  challenge  inspections? 
How  do  you  insure  the  accu- 
racy of  your  challenge  in- 
spections so  as  to  insure  that 
you've  caught  the  cheaters? 
How  do  you  guard  against 
frivolous  allegations  which 
cold  produce  needless  inter- 
national ill  will? 

4.  Enforcement:  This 
problem  has  two  aspects: 
national  and  international. 
Once  the  treaty  is  ratified, 
each  treaty  party  is  obligated 
to  pass  national  legislation, 
making  it  a  criminal  act  to 
traffic  in  chemical  weapons. 
The  penalties  in  the  United 
States  can  be  expected  to  be 
as  serious  as  they  are  for 
trafficking  in  biological 
weapons:  life  imprison- 
ment. International  enforce- 
ment can  include  a  wide  va- 
riety of  measures:  economic 
and  military  sanctions 
against  violators  are  essen- 


tial if  the  treaty  is  to  work. 

Moon  commented;  "We 
cannot  afford  the  tepid  reac- 
tion which  greeted  the  use  by 
Iraq  of  chemical  weapons  to 
kill  Iranians  or  to  slaughter 
Kurds.  We  cannot  afford  to 
react  passively  merely  be- 
cause the  weapons  are  used 
against  those  we  don't  like  or 
those  whose  national  inter- 
ests are  not  vital  to  our  na- 
tion." 

Moon  admitted  that  the 
problems  appear  daunting. 
But  they  are  not  impossible. 
At  one  time,  it  seemed  that 
the  Chemical  Convention 
was  beyond  reach.  It  took 
more  than  twenty  years  to 
achieve.  He  concluded,  "It  is 
a  great  achievement  in  the 
history  of  mankind." 

John  Moon  also  attended 
the  American  Association 
for  the  Advancement  of 
Science's  Annual 

Colloquium  held  at 
Georgetown  University  on 
October  30, 1992.  The  topic 
of  the  Colloquium  was  "The 
Proliferation  of  Advanced 
Weaponry":  biological, 
chemical  and  nuclear  weap- 
ons, and  missiles.  Prolifera- 
tion is  now  the  central  prob- 
lem of  arms  control,  empha- 
sized recently  by  the  post 
Desert  Storm  revelations 
that  Iraq  was  pursuing  a 
nuclear  program  despite  its 
adherence  to  the  Non-Prblif- 
eration  Treaty  (NPT). 

What  exists  is  a  problem 
which  pits  the  demands  of 
international  security  against 
national  sovereignty  impera- 
tives (which  make  nations 
reluctant  to  cooperate  in  veri- 
fication regimes)  and  eco- 
nomic imperatives  (which 
tempt  supplier  nations,  both 
among  the  developed  and  the 
third  world  powers  to  feed 
the  arms  market). 

The  dangers  of  prolifera- 
tion have  obviously  been 
heightened  by  the  breakup  of 
the  USSR  and  by  its  accom- 


panying economic  crisis 
which  tempts  its  leaders  to 
sell  advance  weaponry  and 
which  threatens  the  previous 
system  of  control  over 
nuclear  arms.  Whether  these 
weapons  (now  held  by  at 
least  three  of  the  former  So- 
viet republics)  will  be  placed 
under  the  central  control  of 
the  Russian  Republic  re- 
mains an  open  question. 

Two  major  dilemmas  cut 
across  the  U.S.  anti-prolif- 
eration policy.  First,  this 
policy  is  viewed  by  non-pos- 
sessor nations  as  discrimina- 
tory, especially  as  regards 
nuclear  weapons.  The  U.S. 
and  other  nuclear  powers  in- 
sist on  the  retention  of  these 
weapons  while  asserting  that 
other  nations  should  not  join 
the  nuclear  club.  This  policy 
stands  in  contrast  to  the  Bio- 
logical Weapons  and  Toxin 
Convention  (1975)  and  the 
pending  Chemical  Weapons 
Convention. 

Second,  while  stressing 
its  opposition  to  the  spread  of 
weapons  of  mass  destruc- 
tion, the  U.S.  continues  to 
fuel  the  conventional  arms 
race.  Some  conventional 
arms,  because  of  their  in- 
creased accuracy,  have  be- 
come "weapons  of  mass  im- 
pact" whose  destructive 
power  approaches  that  of 
tactical  nuclear  weapons. 

A  number  of  solutions, 
some  of  which  were  pro- 
posed during  the  course  of 
die  conference  can  abet  the 
problem.  First,  as  the  Iraq 
experience  demonstrated, 
intelligence  capabilities 
need  to  be  significantly  im- 
proved on  the  national  and 
international  level. 

Second,  multinational  ne- 
gotiations, largely  under  the 
aegis  of  the  United  Nations, 
should  be  accelerated.  Po- 
tential proliferators  must  be 
persuaded  that  it  is  not  to 
their  interest  to  acquire  po- 
tentially destabilizing  weap- 


ons. Present  persuasion  is  far 
more  desirable  than  future 
coercion. 

Third,  the  international 
norms  against  the  use  of  cer- 
tain weapons  must  be 
strengthened.  Some  thresh- 
old possessors  regard  nuclear 
weapons  as  merely  another 
munition  of  war,  not  as  a 
revolutionary  weapon  which 
should  never  be  used  in  the 
future.  That  attitude  is  not 
surprising  given  the  cries  for 
the  use  of  nuclear  weapons  by 
certain  American  politicians 
and  certain  segments  of  the 
public  during  the  Gulf  War. 
A  permanent  test  ban 
treaty  should  be  negotiated 
among  the  nuclear  powers 
and  negotiations  should  be 
pressed  to  reduce  the  nuclear 
stockpiles  of  the  U.S.  and  the 
former  Soviet  Union  to  an 
even  lower  level  than  that  es- 
tablished in  START  and  its 
proposed  successor.  While 
total  nuclear  disarmament  is 
impossible  for  the  foresee- 
able future,  aminimum  deter- 
rent is  sufficient  given  the 
current  international  situa- 
tion. Fifth,  the  U.S.  must  curb 
its  conventional  arms  sales, 
especially  in  potentially  ex- 
plosive regions  of  the  world. 
"Arms  are  symptoms,  not 
causes,"  said  Dr.  Moon. 
"Wars  are  caused  by  intrac- 
table security  problems  fu- 
eled by  mutual  fears,  ignited 
by  the  compulsion  to  use 
military  power  to  overcome 
real  or  imagined  vulnerabili- 
ties. Contrary  to  popular  be- 
lief, arms  buildups  do  not 
themselves  lead  to  war.  How- 
ever, they  make  war  infi- 
nitely more  dangerous,  more 
destructive  and  often  more 
protracted  once  it  explodes." 
This  is  the  first  in  a  two 
part  series  from  the  office  of 
Dr.  Moon.  The  series  ad- 
dresses current  arms  control 
problems.  Part  two  of  the  se- 
ries will  appear  in  next 
week's  issue  of  The  Strobe. 


Pub  making  changes 

New  guidelines  annouced  in 
wake  of  October  2  fight 


Defendants  in  brawl,  continued  from  page  1 


By  Eric  Hellweg 
Strobe  staff 

As  a  result  of  the  Octo- 
ber 2  altercation  in  the  FSC 
Pub,  the  Campus  Center 
has  introduced  new  guide- 
lines intended  to  reduce  the 
potential  for  injury  and  in- 
crease safety  at  all  Pub 
functions. 

The  most  notable 
change  in  the  policy  is  that 
there  will  no  longer  be 
glassware  of  any  kind  al- 
lowed in  the  pub.  Draught 
beers  will  now  be  served  in 
plastic  cups.  Although 
botded  beers  will  still  be 
served,  the  attendant 
working  the  bar  will  have 
to  pour  the  beer  from  the 
botde  into  a  plastic  cup 
before  handing  it  over  to 
the  patron. 

This  was  introduced  be- 
cause a  patron  was  injured 


by  a  beer  botde  at  the  Octo- 
ber 2  incident 

The  guest  policy,  which 
also  came  under  fire  after 
the  fight,  has  remained  the 
same.  According  to  Mike 
McNamara,  of  the  Cam- 
pus Center,  however, 
events  like  Coffeehouse 
will  see  the  same  strict  ID 
checking  and  guest  policy 
enforcing  as  all  other  pub 
events,  for  the  time  being. 

The  ABC  Board,  an  al- 
cohol regulatory  commis- 
sion, met  with  Reb 
Rebillard  also  of  the  Cam- 
pus Center  last  weekto  dis- 
cuss licensing  of  the  pub. 
As  of  press  time,  the  results 
of  that  meeting  were  not 
known. 

Guidelines  for  pub 
events  are  available  in  the 
Campus  Center  office,  lo- 
cated in  the  Hammond 
Building. 


court  reduce  his  original 
$20,000  cash  bail  also  set  by 
Bishop. 

He  based  this  request  pri- 
marily on  the  fact  that  he 
found  Mr.  Armstrong  to  be 
"an  intelligent  and  ex- 
tremely articulate  young 
man"  after  talking  to  him 
about  the  alleged  incident. 

Without  hesitation,  the 
court  also  denied  this  re- 
quest, ordering  bail  to  stand 
at  $20,000  in  cash. 

Both  Armstrong  and 


Bernbaum  have  significant 
histories  of  violent  crimes 
over  the  past  several  years; 
and  six  cases  against 
Bernbaum  still  await  ver- 
dicts. 

$2,000  cash  bail  was 
posted  for  Edward  Williams, 
22,  of  Vassar  St.,  Dorchester, 
who  was  the  only  FSC  stu- 
dent arrested  in  the  incident 
He  is  charged  with  assault 
with  a  dangerous  weapon,  a 
knife,  and  possessing  a  dan- 
gerous     weapon      while 


wanted  on  an  outstanding 
warrant. 

James  Joseph,  19,  of  1 8 14 
Bowdoin  St.,  Maiden,  is 
charged  with  assault  and  bat- 
tery with  a  dangerous 
weapon,  abeerglass.  He  was 
released  on  his  own  personal 
recognizance. 

All  four  men  have 
pleaded  not  guilty  to  all  of  the 
charges  pertaining  to  their  in- 
volvement in  the  incident 


SPRING  BREAK  '93 

Panama  City  Beach,  Florida 

Sales  Representative  needed  to  work  with  this  #1  Spring  Break 

Team  Travel  Associates  and  Tour  Excel  sell  the  Best  properties  on 

the  beach 

SUMMIT  CONDOMINIUMS 

MIRACLE  BEACH  RESORT 

HOLIDAY  INN 

PIER  99 

Earn  Top  Commision  and  free  trips 


For  more  information  call: 
1-800-558-3002 
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Football 

coach 

retiring 


IVin  Keough  steps  down  as 
coach  of  Falcons  football. 


by  Dave  Marsh 

Sport  Information  Director 

Fitchburg  State  head 
football  coach  Vin  Keough 
announced  he  is  retiring 
from  coaching  Falcon  foot- 
ball effective  today. 

Keough,  who  has  been 
coaching  the  sport  since 
1966,  is  giving  up  the 
Fitchburg  State  position  he 
took  over  in  1990. 

"Originally  I  had  in- 
tended to  stay  with  the 
Fitchburg  State  program  for 
four  years,"  stated  Keough. 
"In  reviewing  the  current  sta- 
tus of  the  program,  though,  I 
feel  a  change  is  in  order. 
Therefore  I  am  retiring  from 
coaching  a  year  earlier  than 
expected.  I  wish  only  the 
best  for  the  program  and  the 
next  coach." 

Keough  started  coaching 
at  Fitchburg  State  in  1989 
when  he  served  as  offensive 
coordinator  under  then  head 
coach,  Dave  Secino.  Secino 
resigned  following  that  sea- 
son and  was  succeeded  by 
Keough. 

In  1990  the  Falcons  fin- 
ished 2-7,  followed  by  an- 
other 2-7  season  in  1991. 
Despite  the  record,  the  1991 
squad  was  probably  the  best 


team  ever  fielded  by 
Fitchburg  State.  That  squad 
set  nearly  every  team  offen- 
sive and  defensive  record 
with  relatively  few  seniors. 

Hopes  were  high  coming 
into  1992,  but  only  1 6  veter- 
ans returned  to  the  team, 
leaving  Fitchburg  State  de- 
pendent on  the  play  of  nu- 
merous freshmen.  The  Fal- 
cons finished  this  season  at 
0-9  and  were  shutout  in  five 
of  those  contests. 

Keough  is  most  noted  for 
bringing  the  Single  Wing  of- 
fense to  Fitchburg  State.  He 
installed  the  offense,  used 
exclusively  by  only  one 
other  school  -  Denison  Uni- 
versity of  Ohio,  midway 
through  the  1990  season. 
Fitchburg  State  promptly 
won  its  first  two  games  using 
the  Single  Wing.  Keough 
used  that  offense  through  die 
first  two  games  of  the  1992 
season,  when  he  switched 
offenses  to  match  the 
strengths  of  the  players. 

Keough  started  his  coach- 
ing career  in  1966  as  fresh- 
man offensive  line  coach  at 
Cornell.  Various  stops 
through  the  years  include 
Ithaca  College,  the  Univer- 
sity of  New  Hampshire  and 
Merrimack  College. 


Student  president  at 
GWU  forced  to  resign 
after  racial  slur 


Washington  (CPS) —  The 
president  of  the  George 
Washington  University  stu- 
dent association  stepped 
down  Oct  29  after  admitting 
to  making  a  racial  slur  about 
a  political  rival  during  a 
business  meeting  in  Septem- 
ber. 

Michael  Musante  admit- 
ting saying,  "Could  you 
imagine  if  that  nigger  won?" 
in  the  presence  of  the  direc- 
tor of  athletics  and  chief  of 
staff  of  the  university. 

Musante  was  referring  to 
Will  Griffin,  whom  he  de- 
feated for  the  presidential 
post  by  a  54  percent  margin 
in  a  hotly  contested  runoff 
election. 

He  then  appeared  on  a 
local  radio  station  and  de- 
nied that  he  made  the  state- 
ment, which  enraged  some 
student  groups. 


"I'm  disgusted  with  what 
Mike  said.  If  he  stays,  the 
campus  will  come  apart, 
from  the  black  students  per- 
spective. We  will  tear  it 
apart,"  said  Kelvin  Glover, 
president  of  the  Black 
People's  Union  before 
Musante's  resignation  was 
announced. 

After  a  three-hour  Senate 
meeting,  a  letter  was  signed 
by  10  senators  demanding 
Musante's  resignation.  John 
Tarrow,  executive  vice 
president  of  the  student  asso- 
ciation, will  replace  Musante 
as  president. 

"This  is  not  a  word  that  I 
use  on  a  regular  basis.  I  was 
angry  and  excited  when  I 
said  it.  I  am  ashamed  of  it, 
and  I  apologize  for  it  to  all  of 
the  GW  community," 
Musante  wrote  in  a  letter  re- 
leased Oct.  27. 


Bush  for  president? 


New  Haven,  Conn.  (CPS) — 
George  Bush,  U.S.  president, 
Republican,  Yale  '48,  will  be 
out  of  work  on  Jan.  20,  1993. 

Conversely,  Yale  Univer- 
sity is  conducting  a  massive 
search  for  a  new  president.  A 
match  made  in  heaven? 

"It'  is  only  a  rumor,"  said 
Yale  spokeswoman  Martha 
Matzke. 

A  10-person  search  com- 
mittee is  looking  for  a  replace- 
ment for  former  Yale  Presi- 
dent Benno  C.  Schmidt  Jr. 


About  300  names  have  been 
sent  to  the  committee,  and 
Matzke  said  it  could  be  pos- 
sible that  Bush's  name  is  on 
the  list.  However,  the  mem- 
bers are  working  under  strict 
confidentiality,  so  whether  or 
not  Bush  is  on  the  list  and  is  a 
serious  contender  is  not 
known. 

Another  Yale  alum  men- 
tioned? President-elect  Bill 
Clinton,  law,  class  of  1973. 
He,  however,  has  a  new  job. 


Health  Services  and  the  Tokalon  Society  joined  forces  for  the  Great  American  Smokeout  on 
November  19.  Tables  in  G-Lobby  offered  helpful  information  to  quell  smoking  habits 

Clinton's  road  a  rocky  one 

Experts  offer  predictions  for  new  administration 


by  John  Williams 

(CPS) — Twelve  years  of 
Republican  control  at  the 
White  House  ended  one  day 
when  voters  decided  to  risk 
change  with  a  Democrat 
rather  than  stay  the  course 
with  George  Bush. 

President-elect  Bill 
Clinton  got  across-the-board 
support  from  most  groups  of 
Americans  such  as  the  youth, 
Reagan  Democrats,  subur- 
banites and  disaffected  Re- 
publicans, reversing  some 
trends. 

Young  voters  who  were 
attracted  to  Ronald  Reagan 
and  George  Bush  in  the  1980s 
this  time  turned  to  the  Demo- 
cratic Party  in  huge  numbers. 

"It  seems  that  the  students 
were  disturbed  enough  by 
what's  going  on.  Stories 
spread  about  students  who 
couldn't  get  that  job  or  gradu- 
ate students  who  couldn't  get 
a  proper  position,"  said  Don 
Freeman,  who  teaches  politi- 
cal science  at  the  University 
of  Evansville  in  Indiana. 
"They  were  fearful  their  fu- 
ture was  in  danger." 

A  clear  message  was  sent 
that  economic  and  social  re- 
forms were  in  order ,  and  that 
the  status  quo  was  not  enough 
to  begin  to  solve  many  prob- 
lems that  the  nation  faces 
within  its  borders  and 
throughout  the  world. 

But  now  what? 
"I  don't  envy  Clinton's 
position  at  all.  The  problems 
the  next  president  of  the 
United  States  faces  are  a 
mess,"  said  Dean  Keith 
Simonton,  a  professor  of  psy- 
chology at  the  University  of 
California  at  Davis.  "At  least 
Clinton  has  some  things  go- 
ing for  him.  He  is  willing  to 
listen,  and  he  is  optimistic 


that  we  can  make  things  bet- 
ter." 

Clinton,  during  the  rau- 
cous and  sometimes  bitter 
campaign,  made  several 
sweeping  promises  that  di- 
rectly affect  college  and  uni- 
versity students.  Those  pro- 
posals include: 

*  A  program  for  students 
to  pay  of  f  college  loans  either 
through  community  service 
or  a  payroll  deduction  plan. 
The  Student  G.I.  Bill  and 
Domestic  Peace  Corps  are 
plans  the  Clinton  campaign 
has  proposed  to  increase  the 
availability  of  student  loans. 

Graham  Whately,  a 
spokesman  with  the  College 
Democrats,  said  that  the  pro- 
posed funding  is  about  $7 
billion  in  guaranteed  student 
loans.  The  current  funding  is 
approximately  $3  billion. 
"It's  going  to  be  a  very  seri- 
ous issue,"  he  said. 

*  A  strong  support  for 
women's  right  to  choose. 
The  Democratic  plank  that 
was  adopted  at theNew  York 
convention  favors  abortion 
rights.  Additionally,  a  gag 
rule  on  counseling  patients 
about  abortion  likely  will  be 
rescinded. 

The  Department  of 
Health  and  Human  Services 
adopted  a  rule  restricting  fed- 
erally funded  family  plan- 
ning clinics  from  counseling 
patients  about  abortion.  A 
federal  appeals  court  ruled 
November  3  that  the  rule 
could  not  be  enforced,  and 
the  new  administration  is 
considering  doing  away  with 
it. 

*  Allowing  gays  and  les- 
bians to  serve  in  the  uni- 
formed armed  services.  This 
would  include  students  en- 
rolled in  ROTC  courses  and 
the  military  academies. 


Observers  would  say  that 
Clinton  would  have  to  prove 
himself  in  the  first  100  days 
of  presidency.  Congress  will 
be  eager  to  get  legislation  to 
Clinton  after  12  years  of 
gridlock.  But  Clinton  will  be 
hampered  by  the  budget  defi- 
cit ceiling  of  $4  trillion  and  a 
still  weak  economy  that  will 
still  have  to  be  cautious. 

"He  will  be  hit  by  limita- 
tions of  what  he  can  do  with 
the  economy  and  the  federal 
budget  He's  going  to  have 
to  do  something  about  jobs 
and  economic  problems," 
said  Jerol  Manheim,  a  politi- 
cal scientist  alGeorge  Wash- 
ington University  in  Wash- 
ington, D.C.  "The  most  im- 
portant thing  that  will  hap- 
pen  is  that  the  political  make- 
up of  Washington  will 
change." 

Manheim  noted  that  the 
negative  campaigning,  espe- 
cially by  Bush  and  Vice- 
President  Dan  Quayle, 
turned  off  many  college  stu- 
dents. 

"Clinton  did  not  just  stand 
back  and  take  the  negatives. 
HegotinBush'sface.  I  think 
they  (the  Republicans)  were 
surprised.  Those  running  the 
campaign  were  surprised," 
he  said.  "There  apparendy 
was  a  good  deal  of  campus 
activity  weighted  toward  the 
Clinton  campaign." 

Freeman,  at  the  University 
of  Evansville,  said  voters 
clearly  told  Bush  that  "the 
last  four  years  did  not  merit 
another  four.  The  avenging 
angel  was  out  in  the  country. 
This  was  a  retrospective 
election  in  the  sense  that  the 
American  people  looked 
back  on  1 2  years  and  became 
suspicious  that  the  economic 
game  of  the  Reagan-Bush 
years  wouldn't  work." 


QUOTE  OF  THE  WEEK: 


The  great  challenge  of  adulthood  is  to  maintain 
your  idealism  after  you  have  lost  your  inno- 
cence. 

-Bruce  Springsteen 
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Nutcracker  performance  rings  in  FSC  holiday  season 


by  Dan  McDermott 
Strobe  staff 

The  Nutcracker, 
Tchaikovsky's  memorable 
ballet,  will  be  performed  on 
December  6  at  2:30p.m.  in 
the  Weston  Auditorium. 

The  production  is  pre- 
sented by  Dance  Prism,  a 
Boston  based  touring  com- 
pany which  performs 
throughout  New  England  as 
a  chamber  ballet  for  much  of 
the  year.  This  is  one  stop  on 
the  company's  tenth  annual, 
fifteen  city  New  England 
tour  with  the  traditional 
Christmas  ballet. 

The  company's  produc- 
tion features  lively  choreog- 
raphy, Tchaikovsky's  be- 
loved music,  and  a  cast  of 
145  professional  dancers  and 
children.  Guest  appearances 
include  Edra  Toth,  Boston 
Ballet's  former  prima  balle- 
rina, and  Clyde  Nantais,  a 
former  Boston  Ballet  soloist. 
The  performance  in- 
cludes all  the  cherished  won- 
ders of  Nutcracker,  a  sleigh 
with  reindeer,  a  magic 
Christmas  tree,  and  the  mys- 
terious surprise  boxes.  The 
ballet  carries  over  200  color- 
ful costumes  and  scenery  to 


The  Dance  Prism  Ballet  Company  will  present  their  rendition  of  "The  Nutcracker"  on  December  6. 


aid  in  creating  the  Nut- 
cracker images,  from  the 
Snow  Forest  to  the  Palace  of 
Sweets. 

The  Dance  Prism  is  co- 
directed  by  Mary  Demaso 


and  Scott  Ranagan.  The  pro- 
fessional dancers  are  drawn 
from  New  York,  Pennsylva- 
nia, Athens,  and  the  New  En- 
gland area.  The  children  and 
younger  dancers  in  the  cast 


were  selected  from  over  500 
participants  in  a  state-wide 
open  audition. 

Tickets  are  $12  for  adults 
and  $6  for  students  and  se- 
nior citizens  with  group  rates 


available.  Tickets  are  avail- 
able at  tables  in  G-lobby  of 
the  Hammond  Building,  or 
through  the  event's  spon- 
sors, the  Inter  Varsity  Chris- 
tian Fellowship. 


Good  food  is  just  what  D AKA  ordered 


Holmes  Dining  Commons,  home  of  DAKA  food  services  for  the  FSC  campus. 


by  Kerry  Quealey 
Strobe  staff 

The  hunger  pains  are  almost 
unbearable.  Sitting  in  class,  you 
blush  at  the  subtle  roar  of  your 
stomach  from  the  lack  of  a  good 
meal. 

"I  never  thought  I'd  be  say- 
ing this,  but  I  miss  DAKA,"  says 
Cheri  Meghan,  a  former  DAKA 
customer.  The  nightmares  of 
drowning  in  a  pot  of  Oodles  of 
Noodles  must  come  to  an  end. 

Now  serving  1 100  students, 
DAKA  may  not  be  on  the  "Best 
Eats"  page  in  the  Phoenix,  but 
food  is  up  there  on  Maslow's 
hierarchy. 

OK,  so  you  live  in  a  dorm  and 
have  no  option  other  than  the 
DAKA  ordeal.  This  is  quite  a 
common  contract  among  state 
colleges,  though.  "The  two  go 
hand  in  hand,"  says  Dan  Anger, 
DAKA's  General  Manager. 
Yet,  if  a  meal  plan  was  optional, 
then  there's  a  good  bet  no  one 
would  get  it.  Anger  explained 
that  it  would  be  very  difficult  to 
offer  any  sort  of  meal  plan  be- 


cause the  prices  would  be  out- 
rageous. The  mandatory  meal 
plan  regulates  itself,  making 
this  necessary  aspect  of  life  a 
reasonable  price. 

With  the  exception  of  com- 
muters and  those  with  jobs  in- 
terfering with  the  meal  plan, 
maybe  DAKA  should  be  given 
a  second  a  chance. 

First  off,  according  to 
Lammie  Wood,  an  assistant  in 
DAKA,  it  has  a  "whole  new 
look".  "We've  always  been 
here  for  you  (the  students), 
we're  just  showing  it  a  little 
more,"  he  adds.  The  emphasis 
has  been  advanced  to  guest  ser- 
vices. They  would  like  to  hear 
that  everyone  is  having  a  posi- 
tive guest  experience. '  There '  s 
always  someone  roaming  the 
cafe,"  says  Anger.  These  em- 
ployees ask  how  everything  is 
going,  or  if  they  might  get  you 
anything. 

The  idea  is  to  let  students 

realize  that  "they  care". 

•  The  cost  may  scare  possible 

customers  away.  The  total  is 

$626,  which  many  students 


feel  is  too  much,  yet  that  fee  takes 
into  consideration  that  only  half 
of  the  meals  are  eaten. 

Some  schools,  like  Worcester 
State,  allow  students  a  $700  al- 
lowance fee,  paying  for  each 
item  separately,  whereas  FSC  is 
"all  you  can  eat".  Is  this  really  a 
better  deal?  At  Worcester  State, 
if  you  don't  spend  the  entire 
$700,  you  get  the  rest  back,  but 
most  students  find  their  allot- 
ment gone  even  before  Thanks- 
giving break. 

If  the  full  meal  plan  isn't  for 
you,  there  are  still  other  options. 
The  lunch  plan  is  a  reasonable 
alternative  for  the  off-campus 
student.  The  cost  is  $284  per 
semester,  allowing  for  those 
quick  in-between  class  meals. 

Even  another  alternative  is  a 
plan  based  on  the  point  system. 
For  breakfast  you're  given  two 
points ,  lunch  is  three,  and  dinner, 
four.  Ten  points  cost  $18,  and 
they  can  be  carried  over  from 
semester  to  semester.  Just  think, 
you  can  enjoy  DAKA  even  after 
graduating!  How  can  one  resist? 


FSC  business 
department  stresses 
internships 


by  Brian  Flaherty 
Staff  reporter 

The  Fitchburg  State  Col- 
lege business  department 
offers  an  excellent  advan- 
tage for  student  internships, 
a  fact  most  business  stu- 
dents are  not  aware  of. 

Although  the  internship 
is  not  required  of  business 
majors  at  FSC,  it  is  an  excel- 
lent opportunity  that  few 
students  use  to  their  advan- 
tage. 

"It  gives  the  student  a 
chance  to  compare  class- 
room learning  to  the  real 
world,"  said  Lou  Zivic,  di- 
rector of  the  Montachusett 
Economics  Center.  Any 
student  with  a  certain  GPA 
(both  overall  and  in  their 
major)  may  apply. 

Along  with  the  applica- 
tion, students  must  have  an 
updated  resume  and  an  in- 
terview with  Zivic.  After  the 
required  steps  are  com- 
pleted, students  may  choose 
an  internship  from  a  list  of 
potential  companies. 

At  this  point,  it  is  up  to 
the  student  to  lock  his  or  her 
own  internship  through  in- 
terviews and  related  steps. 


Companies  involved  in  the 
program  include  US  Air, 
Digital  Equipment,  and  the 
Worcester  Centrum. 

Part  time  internships  ful- 
fill six  free  elective  credits, 
while  full  time  internships 
fulfill  twelve  free  elective 
credits. 

Zivic  maintains  close 
contact  with  the  students  as 
well  as  the  companies,  to  be 
sure  they  are  satisfied  with 
each  other.  An  extensive  file 
is  kept  on  the  student  to  mea- 
sure hisorherprogress,  and  a 
final  paper  is  required  from 
the  student.  Thepapershould 
compare  and  contrast  as  well 
as  critically  evaluate  the 
work  experience. 

Fitchburg  State  College  is 
one  of  the  few  schools  in  the 
area  that  gives  students  credit 
for  internships.  Simple  word 
of  mouth  has  generated  a 
number  of  large  and  success- 
ful companies  interested  in 
participating  in  FSC's  in- 
ternship program. 

Within  the  last  three 
years,  FSC  has  had  an  excess 
of  60  interning  students,  and 
all  have  seemingly  been 
positive  experiences. 
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Craft  Center  is  offering  new  holiday  program 


by  Marshall  L.  Myers 
Strobe  staff 


Fimo  Jewelry 


WREATHS 


Do  you  remember 
that  classic  Christmas 
tune  about  the  twelve 
days  of  Christmas? 
You  know... On  the  first 
day  of  Christmas  my 
true  love  gave  to  me... 
Well,  the  Craft  Center 
will  soon  be  sponsoring 
a  program  along  that 
same  theme  called  "The 
Twelve  Crafts  of  Christmas" 
program. 

This  program  will  feature 
special  instruction  times  dur- 
ing the  last  twelve  day  s  of  this 
semester.  These  instruction 
times  focus  on  crafts  that  can 
be  given  as  a  holiday  gift.  In 
addition  to  Christmas-ori- 
ented gifts,  the  Craft  Center 
has  Hanukkah  craft  ideas  as 
well. 

So,  if  your  wallet  or  pock- 
etbook  has  been  stretched  to 
the  max,  the  wise  thing  to  do 
may  be  to  stop  down  during 
one  or  all  of  the  program's 
instruction  days.  Hey,  some- 
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times  a  gift  m  ade  by  the  giver 
is  much  better  than  the  one 
which  is  store-bought 

The  Twelve  Crafts  of 
Christmas  program  will  fea- 
ture the  following  crafts  on 
these  dates  and  times: 

1.  Fimo  jewelry.  Fimo  is 
like  clay  but  colored,  you  can 
make  jewelry  then  you  just 
put  it  in  your  oven  and  it's 
done.  Tuesday,  Nov.  24, 
3:30PM  to  9:30PM. 

2.  Puff  paint  on  material. 
Wednesday,  Nov.  25, 
3:30PM  to  9:30PM. 

3.  Garlands.  These  are 
wooden  beads  or  popcorn. 


Sunday,      Nov. 
6:30PM  to  9:30PM. 

4.  Design  your  own 
wrapping  paper.  Mon- 
day, Nov.  30, 3:30PM  to 
9:30PM. 

5.  Personalized  cards 
and  envelopes.  Tuesday, 
Dec.  1,  3:30PM  to 
9:30PM. 

6.  Tree  ornaments. 
Wednesday,  Dec.  2, 
3:30PM  to  9:30PM. 
7.  Candles.  Thursday, 
Dec.  3,  1:30PM  to  4:30  PM 
and  8:30PM  to  10:30PM. 

8.  String  and  gimp  brace- 
lets. Sunday,  Dec.  6, 
6:30PM  to  9:30PM. 

9.  Stockings  (bring  sock 
or  use  felt).  Monday,  Dec.  7, 
3:30PM  to  9:30PM. 

10.  Wreaths.  Tuesday, 
Dec.  8,  3:30PM  to  9:30PM. 

11.  Pipe  cleaner  art. 
Wesnesday,  Dec  9,  3:30PM 
to  9:30PM. 

12.  Leather  key  chains 
(bring  key  ring).  Thursday, 
Dec.  10,  1:30PM  to4:30PM 
and  8:30PM  to  10:30PM. 


Simmons  exhibit  featured  at  local  museum 


Press  release 

The  photographs  of 
Helen  Obermeyer-Simmons, 
a  professor  atFitchburg  State 
College,  will  be  on  exhibit  at 
the  Fitchburg  Art  Museum 
from  Nov .  22  through  Jan.  1 7. 
An  opening  reception  will 
be  held  at  the  museum  on 
Sunday,  Nov.  29  from  2  to  4 
p.m. 

Entitled  "Beyond 
Memory,"  the  exhibit  con- 
sists of  images  in  the  non  sil- 
ver photographic  processes 
of  Cyanotype,  Van  Dyke 
Brown  and  Photoetching. 


Simmons  has  done  extensive 
research  on  her  family  history 
and  has  photographed  in 
Nova  Scotia,  Canada,  Massa- 
chusetts, Connecticut,  New 
York  and  Missouri.  She  used 
family  portraits  as  well  as  her 
own  landscape  and  portrait 
photography  as  subject  mat- 
ter in  her  work.  Many  of  her 
images  are  handcolored  and 
incorporate  collage  elements 
and  computer  generated  im- 
agery. 

Funding  for  the  exhibit  was 
provided  by  the  Massachu- 
setts Cultural  Council  as  ad- 
ministered by  the  Fitchburg 


Mayor's  Council  on  the  Arts. 
A  professor  in  the  Com- 
munications/Media Depart- 
ment at  Fitchburg  State, 
Simmons  has  been  coordina- 
tor of  the  graphic  design  pro- 
gram there  since  1981.  She 
holds  a  master  of  fine  arts  de- 
gree in  photography  from 
Rochester  Institute  of  Tech- 
nology, abachelor  of  fine  arts 
degree  in  art  and  abachelor  of 
arts  degree  in  psychology 
from  Stephens  College.  She 
has  exhibited  her  work  widely 
and  is  an  artist  member  of  the 
Silvermine  Guild  of  Artists  in 
New  Canaan. 


(FSC  Police  Blotter) 

November  15 

-  Fire  alarm  in  Russell  Towers.  Cigarette 
smoke 
November  16 

-  Noise  complaint  in  New  Halls 
November  17 

-  Motor  vehicle  accident  in  North  St.  lot 
November  18 

-  Medical  assistance  in  Aubuchon.  Injured  arm 

-  Noise  complaints  from  Herlihy  Hall 

-  Larceny  of  telephone  from  Miller  Hall 

-  Medical  transport  from  Russell 

-  Confiscation  of  drug  paraphernalia  from 
Russell 

-  Medical  transport  from  Russell.  Abdominal 
pain 
November  20 

-  Five  persons  taken  into  custody  for  alcohol 
abuse 

-  Fire  alarm  in  Aubuchon 

- , ^^_^i — , — __ :  -■■■■■■  :■■■■■:■■-■,;■■:■-■-  ■  -., .■,.:■■:,, .,-..-.. 

FSC  Students  complete 
internships 

Press  release 

Two  Fitchburg  State  College  students  have  just  completed 
their  internships. 

Kenneth  R.  MacDonald,  a  senior  business  administration/ 
marketing  major  recently  completed  his  internship  at  the  Inter- 
national Bottled  Water  Association. 

MacDonald,  a  dean's  list  student,  worked  on  a  national 
customer  satisfaction  research  project  In  addition  he  was  the 
project  manager  and  research  assistant  for  several  extensive 
marketing  research  projects  for  local  retailers. 

Carol  Young,  a  senior  business  administration  and  market- 
ing major,  finished  her  internship  at  Digital  Equipment  Corpo- 
ration. Young  performed  research  on  selected  engineering 
training  analysis.  She  is  also  a  dean's  list  student  at  the  college. 


LOOK  FOR  THE  LAST  EDITION 

OF  THE  STROBE  ON  WEDNESDAY, 

DECEMBER  9, 1992 


Announcing  the  1st  Annual  STROBE  Writing  Contest!! 

CASH  PRIZES!! 

Yeah,  yeah.  We  all  know  holiday  season  is  coming  up,  the  goose 
is  getting  fat,  all  of  that.  Soon  weallwillbe  inundated  withholiday 

cheer.  We  here  at  The  Strobe  want  to  buck  that  trend.  We  want  you  to 
write  an  off-the-wall  holiday  story.   It  can  be  about  target  shooting 

Dormer  and  Blitzen,  or  the  Hannukah  candles  burning  down  your  house, 
whatever.  All  we  ask  is  that  they  be  funny,  typed,  and  submitted  to  The  Strobe 

by  December  3, 1992.  First  prize  is  $50,  second  is  $25,  and  third  $15.  Please  keep  them  under 
1,200  words.  The  winning  entries  will  be  published  in  the  last  issue  of  the  semester. 


Season's  Greetings 
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FSC  has  the  upper  hand 


ERIC  HELLWEG 

A  fellow  writer  who's 
fairly  new  here  at  FSC  com- 
mented to  me  that  the  violence 
around  this  campus  is  getting 
out  of  control.  He  cited  the 
recent  injuries  atakegparty  on 
Myrtle  (Mrytie  if  you  work  for 
the  Fitchburg  DPW),  the  al- 
most weekly  assaults  on  col- 
lege kids  on  the  weekends,  and 
the  well  publicized  Pub  Inci- 
dent. 

I  told  him  that,  yes,  the  vio- 
lence had  increased  since  I 
first  arrived  way  back  in  '88. 
But  also  that  die  neighbor- 
hoods around  here  are  no  dif- 
ferent, and  in  many  ways,  are 
tamer  than  those  found  in  any 
city  across  the  country.  Allow 
metoputmyselfoutontheline 
by  saying  that  we're  some- 
what lucky  to  have  the  neigh- 
borhood that  we  do. 

I've  always  had  a  love/hate 
relationship  with  the  burg  of 
Fitch.  The  love  aspect  came 
from  the  freedom,  the  people, 
and  the  seedy  underside  of  the 
city  that  exposed  itself  all 
around  us.  The  hate  aspect  was 
rooted  in  the  apathy  of  the  stu- 
dents and  the  very  real  crime 
that  has  touched  me  person- 
ally a  few  times.  A  couple  of 
weeks  ago  I  travelled  to 
UMASS  to  visit  some  friends, 
and  on  the  way  back,  I  stopped 
over  in  idyllic  Hampshire  Col- 


lege to  see  some  more  people. 
While  I  was  there,  taking  in 
the  rural  camp-like  setting,  I 
got  to  talking  to  a  student.  I 
was  comparing  the  setting  of 
Hampshire  to  that  of 
Fitchburg,  and  the  differences 
of  each.  I  mentioned  that  I 
liked  the  education  that  the 
streets  were  giving  me,  and  he 
paused  and  said:  "I  respect 
that.  The  things  that  are  easy 
here  are  hard  outside,  and  the 
things  that  are  easy  outside  are 
hard  in  here." 

What  he  meant  was  this: 
While  it  might  be  easy  to  score 
acid  at  three  o '  clock  on  aTues- 
day  morning  at  Hampshire, 
relating  to  the  many  different 
types  and  classes  of  people 
that  exist  in  the  real  world,  and 
the  various  situations  that  will 
arise,  some  of  them  unpleas- 
ant, is  hard  in  an  isolated  set- 
ting such  as  Hampshire. 

Here  at  Fitchburg,  how- 
ever, we  are  receiving  an  edu- 
cation all  around  us.  I  went  to 
high  school  in  a  very  affluent 
town  where  poverty  was 
looked  down  upon  tremen- 
dously. Coming  to  Fitchburg 
and  living  on  Gage  Street 
taught  me  not  only  the  levels  to 
which  poverty  reaches  in  this 
country,  but  it  taught  me  to 
deal  with  people  on  a  personal 
level  who  hadn't  been  given 
the  breaks  I  had.  Going  to 
school  at  a  place  like  Hamp- 
shire would  not  have  allowed 


me  to  experience  this. 

Don't  get  me  wrong,  there 
are  times  that  I  wish  I  could 
look  out  my  room  window  and 
see  horses  gallavanting  to  and 
fro,  but  that's  not  die  real 
world.  Unfortunately,  and  life 
is  often  unfortunate,  the  real 
world  in  the  20th  Century 
America  is  all  around  us.  Edu- 
cation majors:  look  around  at 
the  little  kids  running  the 
streets-these  are  your  future 
pupils  that  you  must  be  able  to 
relate  to!  Marketing  majors: 
these  people  are  forming  a 
very  large  demographic  that 
you  will  have  to  learn  to  ap- 
proach! Nursing  majors:  best 
brush  up  on  trauma  tech- 
niques! 

We  are  surrounded  by  an- 
ecdotes. We  must  learn  from 
them,  or  we  will  be  doomed  to 
perpetuate  their  legacy. 

Amazingly  enough,  we 
have  the  upper  hand  here  at 
FSC.  We  have  some  phenom- 
enal teachers  that  prod  us  to 
think  inside  their  classrooms, 
and  outside  we  have  a  neigh- 
borhood that  forces  us  to  think. 

So  next  time  someone  cuts 
you  down  for  living  where  you 
do,  remind  them  that  these 
neighborhoods  and  the  people 
that  inhabit  them  represent  a 
very  real  aspect  of  our  society, 
and  unless  we  work  to  under- 
stand them,  they  will  get  big- 
ger. 


Two  travellers  from  Hubbardston 


JOSEPH  C.  MELANSON 

Education  of  our  children  is  still 
a  hot  topic  lately  and  there  are  a  few 
determined  radicals  who  demand 
that  it  is  too  important  an  issue  to  be 
trusted  in  the  hands  of  adults.  How 
about  that. 

Well  that  brings  us  to  my  story 
and  the  amazing  morning  after  the 
first  November  snow,  and  my  self- 
imposed  relaxing  ride  on  a  seven 
mile  road  that  ends  at  the  historic 
Cracker  factory.  The  road  is  a  won- 
derful scurvy  (did  I  say  scurvy,  I 
meant  to  say  curvy)  blend  of  man's 
directful  act  with  mother  nature. 

On  this  particular  morning  I  was 
enjoying  the  wintry  scene  from  the 
inside  of  my  Subaru  when  far  down 
the  road  there  seemed  to  be  a  ve- 
hicle in  distress.  It  looked  like  an  old 
discarded  fruit  crate  that  you  can 
find  behind  the  any  local  town  mar- 
ket. But  I  was  wrong,  it  was  a  brand 
new  Volvo  wagon,  the  deluxe 
model. 

Standing  next  to  the  car  were 
two  distinguished  looking  gentle- 
men with  considerable  brain 
power,  if  you  take  the  size  of  their 
heads  to  mean  anything,  carrying 
leather  briefcases.  Both  of  them 
were  handsome  without  compari- 
son and  completely  dressed  in 
black. 

They  had  enormous  fashionably 
dark  Ray-Ban  glasses  on  that  cov- 
ered the  whole  of  their  faces.  And 
their  heads  were  huge.  If  you  have 
to  put  a  size  to  it  in  proportion  to 
human  bodies,  does  a  watermelon 
mean  anything  to  you? 

The  hospitality  of  the  road  was 
extended  and  the  three  of  us  drove 
off  feeling  that  destiny  can  be  a 
blind  spot  or  a  black  hole  in  the 
galaxy.  Destiny  is  like  an  aging, 
raging  grandmother  with  a  357 
Magnum  just  around  the  bend, 
waiting  to  jam  that  cold  steel  barrel 
up  your  nose  and  demand  a  ride  or 


all  your  money.  If  that's  too  deep 
for  you,  it  was  just  a  morning  I  will 
never  forget. 

It  turns  out  that  my  hitchhikers 
were  professors.  But  no  ordinary 
professors  to  say  the  least.  The  one 
who  sat  next  to  me  was  Dr.  Fred  and 
he  was  wearing  a  silky  black  suit, 
was  an  award  winning  lecturer  and 
teacher  of  literature.  The  professor 
was  very  impressed  with  my  driv- 
ing skills.  In  fact,  he  was  amazed 
howlcouldkeepthecarontheroad. 

Sitting  in  the  back  seat  was  Dr. 
Ted,  the  more  reserved  and  quiet  of 
the  two,  and  he  had  on  a  long  black 
U-boat  leather  coat,  a  black  turtle- 
neck  sweater,  black  pleated  pants 
and  black  wing  tip  shoes.  His  bag 
was  psychology.  They  were  both 
capable  PhD's  who  happened  to  be 
common  houseflies  with  a  brain. 

It  was  no  big  secret.  A  common 
housefly,  especially  from  the  town 
of  Hubbardston,  is  very  bright.  The 
IQ  of  a  common  housefly  can  range 
in  the  high  200's  on  a  poor  scoring 
day.  There  is  nothing  under  the  sun 
that  a  common  housefly  can' t  learn 
once  he  puts  his  mind  to  it.  They  had 
obtained  their  PhD's  at  FSC. 

The  conversation  really  got 
heavy  and  slurpy  when  they  were 
fababastarded  over  the  notion  that 
education  was  being  trusted  into  the 
hands  of  adults.  They  were  out- 
raged at  the  lumpittyneads  (that's 
what  Fred  and  Ted  called  them) 
who  thought  that  teaching  was  an 
easy  sinful  practice.  The 
lumpittyneads  were  homesteading 
and  they  wouldn't  vacate  without  a 
fight. 

Professor  Fred  was  the  first  to 
say  something  nice  about  human 
beings.  Although  he  did  call  the 
lumpittyneads'  fuggardfarters  a 
couple  of  times  in  a  moment  of 
passion  as  he  tried  to  explain  the 
wants  of  students,  his  tiny  arms 
were  buzzing  out  of  control  at 
about  a  thousand  miles  an  hour. 
"Students  have  a  need  to  get  a  buzz 


on  too,  you  know."  I  didn't  know 
that. 

Students  are  the  other  side  of  the 
same  coin  that  keeps  the  washing 
machine  operating.  The  working 
agitator  that  washes  the  clothes  is  a 
joint  effort  It  is  the  missing  that  can 
complete  a  good  pair  of  socks.  You 
know  how  important  that  can  be? 
The  fearful  equation  of  hanging 
your  underwear  on  a  long  line  in 
front  of  the  employment  office  is  a 
motivating  propensity. 

I  always  thought  you  gave  the 
lumpittyheads  of  the  fuggardfarters 
(now  there  I  go  again,  please  excuse 
my  French)  your  money  which  they 
always  took  with  pleasure  and  then 
they  gave  you  a  laundry  ticket  in 
exchange.  Usually  it  was  all  wet 
and  soggy.  Try  hanging  it  on  the 
wall. 

No  one  told  me  differently.  So, 
what  I  was  hearing  about  students 
having  minds  of  their  own  and 
needs  was  a  revelation  of  the  close 
encounters.  The  strange  thing  about 
all  this  was  it  began  to  make  sense. 

Fred  and  Ted  are  the  new  wave 
in  educating.  They  are  no  common 
houseflies.  They  are  bigger.  They 
understand  the  minds  of  padded 
PhD's  who  spent  a  lifetime  bent 
over  a  tragic  trough  of  discipline. 

They  agreed  that  no  student 
could  grasp  a  sponge-like-subject- 
material  in  three  short  seconds 
when  took  a  lumpittyhead  a  life- 
time to  fill  his  belly.  It  is  impossible. 

Education  is  a  creative  process. 
The  student  is  a  partner  and  a  con- 
tributing factor  in  the  relationship. 
The  end  product  is  to  think  indepen- 
dently,  not  to  be  an  automation  that 
can  remember  the  buzzwords  of  an 
ancient  lullaby. 

The  national  barometer  of  edu- 
cation is  in  the  words  of  leading  Rap 
music  artists  like  Queen  Latifah. 
Wake  up  and  smell  the  coffee  be- 
fore the  bones  are  picked  dry. 


How  slick  is  Willie? 


by  Doug  Osdund 
Staff  writer 

Only  time  will  tell  whether 
president-elect  Bill  Clinton  is 
more  deserving  of  the  "Stick- 
Willie'  '  surname  or '  'the  agent 
of  change,  boldly  leading 
Americans  into  a  new  chapter 
in  history."  Several  disturb- 
ing developments  arose  from 
the  election,  however,  which 
many  voters  just  don't  or 
won't  admit  to. 

While  George  Bush  de- 
served to  lose  the  election  on 
the  basis  of  his  paper-thin 
campaign  alone,  he  con- 
stantly hammered  away  at  the 
democrats  for  their  "gloom 
and  doom"  vision  of  the 
American  economy,  citing 
the  six  consecutive  quarters 
of  growth  and  low  interest  as 
well  as  mortgage  rates.  The 
democrats  railed  on  and  on 
about  how  the  country  was 
upside-down  and  must  be 
righted  before  our  economy 
collapses  altogether.  The 
'luv-gov'  was  the  only  one 
who  could  be  counted  on  to 
pull  our  fat  out  of  the  fire. 

"Biliary  Clinton"  was  a 
new  breed  of  democrat,  he 
told  us  all.  The  further  along 
the  campaign  progressed,  the 
more  distorted  and 
amphorous  Clinton  seemed. 
The  very  last  week  of  the 
campaign,  Clinton  even 
started  to  snatch  soundbites 
from  the  little  general  Ross 
Perot  declaring  that  he  was  an 
agent  for  the  people,  and  that 
we  were  the  boss  and  he  was 
Ross;  oops,  Bill.  I  often  pon- 
dered the  question  of  just  who 
the  real  Bill  Clinton  was  late 
at  night. 

All  Draft  dodging,  wife 
cheating,  pot  smoking,  and 
flag  burning  aside,  president- 
elect Clinton  and  his  trusty 
sidekick  Al  "Tonto"  Gore 
have  succeeded  in  booting 
Bush  out  of  the  office.  Now 
an  endless  wave  of  special 
interest  groups  is  beating 
down  the  door,  hoping  to 
force  them  to  make  good  on 
their  10,000  campaign  prom- 


ises. 

I'M  no  longer  feeling  bitter 
over  the  election  results.  I've 
come  to  the  realization  that 
Bill  Clinton  is  our  new  presi- 
dent, no  if  s,  and's  or  but's 
about  it;  so  the  best  I  can  do  is 
hope  that  my  worst  fears  of 
returning  to  those  glorious 
days  of  yesteryear  under  the 
inept  Carter  administration  do 
not  materialize. 

I  wonder  though,  if  things 
were,  or  are,  as  bad  as  the 
democrats  had  preached  to  the 
American  voters,  why  is  it  that 
on  the  morning  following 
Clintons  victory  these  same 
democrats  celebrated  by  say- 
ing Governor  Clinton  was 
ready  to  take  over  an  Ameri- 
can economy  that  was  'poised 
for  an  upswing'  ,  suddenly? 
Am  I  to  believe  that  the 
economy  did  an  abrupt  about- 
face  overnight  solely  because 
the  president  was  now  Bill 
Clinton?  I  find  this  laughable. 

Also,  exit  polls  asked  vot- 
ers if  they  favored  more  taxes 
and  bigger  government  or 
lowered  taxes  and  less  gov- 
ernment. The  answer  was  a 
resounding  yes  for  the  latter. 
Well,  people,  I  hate  to  tell  you 
this,  but,  Clinton  is  a  diehard 
tax  and  spend  democrat  who  i  s 
head  over  heels  in  love  with 
the  idea  of  bigger  and  bigger 
government.  I  think  that  one 
of  Perot's  strongest  points 
was  a  call  for  a  restructured 
government.  It  simply  doesn  't 
work  the  way  it  should.  De- 
mocracy is  people  running  the 
government,  not  government 
running  the  people. 

Exacdy  what  the  future 
holds  for  the  government  re- 
mains to  be  seen.  One  thing  is 
for  certain,  the  first  100  days 
of  Clinton's  presidency  will 
determine  a  great  deal  about 
how  his  supporters  have  de- 
scribed him:  "a  return  to 
Kennedy's  camelot  presi- 
dency". 

Here's  hoping  the  best  for 
Bill,  and  I  hope  I'm  wrong 
about  him.  Remember,  we  all 
have  the  ability  to  make  our 
lives  better.  Let's  get  to  work. 


YEAH    BOB    by  Darryl  Kluskowski 
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*4#0      *s  forewarned 


by  Irene  Krysminski 
Contributing  writer 

First  off,  I  must  tell  you  that  I  am 
writing  under  a  false  name,  as  I  don't 
want  to  be  expelled  as  a  subversive. 
Now,  I  want  to  offer  some  advice  to 
my  fellow  4.0  students: 

1 .  Do  not  letyour  (initial,  soon-to-be- 
corrected)  4.0  GPA  become  known  to 
other  members  of  the  class.  You  will  be 
asked  for  notes,  answers,  etc. ,  and  will 
have  no  life  of  your  own.  You  will  be 
called  a  @#%&ing  (*%$@  if  you  do 
not  satisfy  these  freeloaders'  demands. 

2.  Realize  that  a  4.0  is  needed  only  for  pre-med  (or  if  you  want  to  attend 
a  culturally-elite  Ivy  League  graduate  school),  and  lower  your  average  as 
soon  as  possible.  Not  only  will  you  be  more  relaxed,  but  you  will  become 
just  like  everyone  else  in  your  classes,  and  thus  have  more  friends. 
Employers  don 't  care  about  4.0  averages,  either.  They  only  care  if  you  have 
the  initials  BS  after  your  name.  It's  your  union  card  to  work,  and  you're 
paying  your  dues  now.  H  ow  much  are  you  willing  to  pay? 

3.  Realize  that  initiative  and  responsibility  do  not  pay  off,  in  school  or 
employment  The  student  who  completes  assignments  ahead  of  time  and 
studies  for  tests  will  only  be  frustrated  by  last-minute  extensions  or  make- 
ups. The  employee  who  outperforms  his/her  peers  is  resented,  vilified  and 
ostracized,  and  rewarded  with  more  work  from  the  boss.  The  only  reason 
I  am  maintaining  my  4.0  average  is  to  spite  a  former  employer,  who  would 
not  promote  me  without  a  degree.  How  does  revenge  grab  you  as  a 
motivation  for  higher  education? 

4.  Always  get  instructors  who  curve.  These  individuals  will  encourage 
your  becoming  mediocre  when  you  are  the  student  who  wrecks  the  curve 
for  the  others  (the  negative-feedback  grade  loop).  Avoid  professors  who 
grade  on  an  absolute  scale  —  this  means  you  have  to  know  the  material. 

5.  Remember,  you  do  not  need  to  know  the  material,  you  just  need  to  be 
a  little  better  than  everyone  else.  While  this  may  be  dangerous  in  the 
nursing  and  medical  technology  programs,  what's  a  patient's  diagnosis  or 
life  compared  to  your  relationships  in  the  college  community? 

6.  Remember  the  societal  bias  against  intellectuals.  Heard  any  of  these 
lately:  egghead,  bookworm,  nerd,  gearhead,  technodweeb,  computer 
weenie,  toad,  power  tool,  grind,  or  policy  wonk? 

Well,  I  hope  these  tips  will  help  you  have  a  more  relaxed,  friendly  time 
here  at  Fitchburg,  and  in  your  professional  lives.  Remember,  all  work  and 
no  play  get  Jack  and  Jill  nowhere. 


Letter  to  the  Editor 

Mr.  Mann,  what  did  you  mean  by  the  term  "politically  cor- 
rect"? Why  is  calling  women  "girls"  a  mistake  in  this  day  and  age? 
Was  there  ever  a  time  when  it  was  appropriate?  Was  there  ever  a 
time  when  "political  correctness"  didn't  exist? 

I  am  writing  in  response  to  a  letter  to  the  editor  written  by 
Jeffrey  Mann  in  Issue  8  of  The  S  trobe.  Mr.  Mann  wrote  in  response 
to  Kathleen  Sullivan's  letter  to  the  editor  in  Issue  7,  where  she 
criticized  the  use  of  the  term  "girls"  in  reference  to  college  age 
females  in  a  Strobe  article.  Mr  Mann  agrees  with  her  assessment 
yet  states  "...in  this  overly  politically  correct  day  and  age  this 
reference  is  definitely  inappropriate  and  is  therefore  a  regrettable 
mistake". 

From  this  statement  we  can  infer  that  to  be  "politically  correct", 
one  must  use  appropriate  words  or  terms.  A  standard  is  being 
issued  here,  yet  Mr.  Mann  provides  no  explanation  as  to  where  this 
standard  comes  from  or  to  who  has  put  it  forth.  He  uses  the  term 
to  criticize  Ms.  Sullivan.  He  agrees  with  her  more  to  pacify  her 
than  to  acknowledge  a  point  well  made.  According  to  him, 
statements  are  only  regrettable  to  the  degree  that  they  do  not  adhere 
to  "political  correctness",  NOT  because  the  person's  actions  were 
truly  offensive  or  demeaning.  The  lip  service  Mr.  Mann  pays  to 
what  I'll  call  Ms.  Sullivan's  feminist  statement  is  equivalent  to 
backlash. 

In  our  society,  female  (whether  it's  woman  or  girl)  has  been 
synonymous  with  dependence  and  weakness,  where  male  (par- 
ticularly the  term  man)  has  been  synonymous  with  power,  respect, 
independence,  and  wholeness.  Females  slip  in  and  out  of  girlhood 
and  womanhood  where  males  move  from  being  boys  to  being 
guys  to  being  men.  To  call  a  man  a  boy  is  still  considered  an  insult. 
To  men  of  color  the  term  reflects  racist  connotations. 

The  idea  is  that  there  is  power  infused  in  words.  The  actuality 
is  that  men  are  afforded  more  power  than  women,  whites  afforded 
more  power  than  people  of  color.  Whether  we  like  it  or  not,  words 
carry  a  great  deal  of  weight.  Author  and  poet  Adrienne  Rich  once 
stated  "Where  language  and  naming  are  power,  silence  is  oppres- 
sion, is  violence".  Mr.  Mann  attempts  indirectly  to  silence  Ms. 
Sullivan  as  she  attempts  to  rename  herself  and  redefine  the  term 
"woman". 

She,  like  all  females  who  still  grow  up  in  the  shadow  of  men's 
lives  and  achievements,  and  who  see  and  dream  of  the  possibili- 
ties, renames  herself  woman  to  describe  a  whole,  independent,  and 
creative  human  being.  She  renews  the  traditions  of  feminism. 

I  further  suggest  as  we  all  use  words  to  communicate  with  each 
other,  we  should  all  think  more  carefully  about  what  they  mean 
and  how  we  use  them  to  construct  meaning. 

Remember  words  describe,  define,  and  identify  real  human 
beings  as  we  exist  in  our  very  real  lives. 

Signed  with  no  regrets, 
Ms.  Lynn  Harter 


Finally,  A  Credit 

Card  Without  A  Charge 

Already  On  It. 

[No  fee  first  year.] 


When  you  get  a  Chase  card,  you  get 
everything  but  an  annual  fee. 
That's  because  we've  created  Chase 
Student  Services5"*  —  an  entire  group 
of  special  benefits  created  to  make  your 
life  a  little  easier  at  school. 

For  example,  when  you  take  off 
during  Winter 
and  Spring  Break, 
Chase  Student 
Travel  will  take 
off  with  you.  In 
fact,  you'll  get  5% 
off  the  lowest 
prices  you  find  on 
airfares,  train 
tickets,  car  rentals 
and  even  hotels. 


And  when  you're  back  at  school 
spending  time  on  the  phone,  you  don't 
have  to  spend  a  lot  of  money.  Just  sign 
up  for  ChasePhone5"  at  no  extra  charge 
and  you  can  use  your  Chase  card  to 
make  long  distance  calls  at  MCI®'s  low 
rates. 

Or,  if  you  decide  to  move  off  cam- 
pus, we'll  even  write  you  a  credit  refer- 
ence letter  to  help  you  get  an  apartment. 

So  pick  up  an  application  on  cam- 
pus and  apply  for  your 


Chase  card  today.         -*P^ 


«* 


We  won't 


.-  ■  ■-■  ■■ 


even  charge     ■f^i&f*F    tA 
you  tor  the 
stamp  when 
you  mail  it  in. 
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Visual  Poetry:  The  work  of  Harel  Kedem   Coffeehouse 

^  


Harel  Kedem,  whose  work  is  now  featured  in  the  FSC  Art  Gallery 


by  Danielle  Sullivan 
Staff  writer 


"Poetic  Interpretations  on 
Canvas",  a  landscape  painting 
exhibit  by  artist  Harel  Kedem  is 
being  shown  in  the  Fitchburg 
State  College  Art  Gallery  until 
December  11.  The  collection's 
abstract  landscapes  of  nature 
contain  underlying  metaphors 
for  creation,  destruction  and,  in 
some  paintings,  the  human 
psyche. 

Kedem,  a  native  of  Israel, 
came  to  the  United  States  to  at- 
tend college  and  was  educated  at 
the  Rhode  Island  School  of  De- 
sign and  later  at  Massachusetts 
Institute  of  Technology.  At  MTT, 
he  had  a  double  major  of  painting 
and  architecture  and  received  his 
master's  degree  for  architecture. 
Today,  along  with  his  career  as  an 
artist,  he  teaches  painting  at 
RISD  and  drawing  at  Harvard 
University  for  the  Graduate 
School  of  Design.  When  asked 
how  long  he  had  been  painting 
Kedem  simply  answered,  "Al- 
ways." 

Kedem 's  subjects  for  his  land- 
scapes in  this  exhibit  are  prima- 
rily from  New  England  with  the 
exception  of  some  selected 
works  from  his  "Drought  Paint- 
ing Series",  which  originates 
from  Israel's  Sea  of  Galilee.  Also 
accompanying  the  drought  series 
is  the  Drought  Book,  a  collection 


of  drawings,  text,  and  paintings 
by  the  artist. 

Kedem' s  use  of  material  for 
his  work  is  a  balance  of  the  con- 
ventional and  unconventional. 
Using  transparent  acrylic  base 
paint,  he  mixes  in  dyes  and  pig- 
ments and  adds  a  catalyst  dryer  to 
regulate  consistency  of  the 
paints.  This  process  yields  an 
interesting  array  of  texture  and 
color.  Other  materials  used  and 
mixed  with  the  paint  are  sand, 
sawdust  and  rocks,  some  of 
which  come  fro  m  the  actual  land- 
scapes. This  works  to  give  an 
authentic  feel  to  the  abstract 
form. 

While  most  of  Kedem's  land- 
scapes deal  with  creation  and  de- 
struction, the  drought  series  is 
particularly  powerful,  visually 
and  psychologically. 

The  Sea  of  Galilee  has  cur- 
rently been  drying  up  due  to 
drought  as  well  as  governmental 
mistakes     such     as     draining 


swamps  for  agricultural  use  and 
finding  the  land  impossible  to 
cultivate.  This  occurrence  is  par- 
ticularly painful  for  the  artist  to 
watch  because  he  grew  up  on  a 
mountain  top  overlooking  the  Sea 
of  Galilee  as  it  once  was. 

Kedem  uses  raised  Hebrew 
words  and  sayings  on  his  paint- 
ings to  exemplify  the  sadness  of 
the  situation  as  well  as  to  show  the 
metaphor  of  a  drought  as  human. 
By  this  association,  the  artist 
shows  the  similarities  of  human 
emotion  and  a  dying  sea.  We 
have  low  points  in  our  lives  - 
some  are  brought  to  us  intention- 
ally, some  there  are  no  reason  for 
and  cannot  be  corrected  although 
we  can  try.  The  Government  of 
Israel,  however,  is  trying  now  to 
remedy  the  SeaofGalilee'sprob- 
lem. 

Kedem's  major  influences 
have  been  El  Greco,  Rembrandt, 
Michelangelo,  Van  Gogh  and 
Cezan.  These  names  at  first  seem 
surprising  considering  the  major- 
ity of  them  were  classical  artists, 
but  Kedem  feels  that  under  his 
abstract  work  there  is  a  classical 
basis. 

Kedem  is  also  showing  an  ex- 
hibit at  Bradford  College  in 
Haverhill,  MA,  called  the  "Stu- 
dio-Spirits" series  (1984-1988). 
This  exhibition  is  mostly  of  figu- 
rative work,  as  well  as  built  form, 
landscapes,  text  and  poetry.  His 
exhibit  will  remain  on  display  at 
FSC  until  December  11. 


"Dracula"  quenches  moviegoers'  thirsts 


by  Dan  McDcmiott 
Strobe  staff  , 

"Bram  Stoker's  Dracula", 
the  newest  film  from  Francis 
Ford  Coppola,  is  not  the 
bloodfest  that  has  become  all 
too  common  in  the  current 
horror  film  genre.  Dracula  is, 
in  fact,  a  visual  masterpiece 
that  takes  vampire  films  back 
to  their  roots. 

Coppola  chooses  to  use 
Stoker's  novel  as  the  back- 
ground for  liis  latest  film  ven- 
ture, although  he  docs  lake 
some  liberties  with  the 
storytelling,  as  any  fan  of 
Stoker's  novel  will  gather 
upon  viewing  the  film.  The 
designs,  locations,  and  cos- 


tumes produce  a  perfect  recre- 
ation of  1 8th century  England. 
As  for  the  cast,  an  ensemble 
of  fine  acting  performances 
highlight  Coppola's  stunning 
visual  epic.  Winona  Ryder 
plays  Mina,  an  innocent  Vic- 
torian woman  who  is  seduced 
by  Dracula,  played  by  Gary 
Oldman.  Both  Ryder  and 
Old  man  arc  strong  and  con- 
vincing in  their  respective 
roles.  Mina's  fiance,  Jonathan 
Harkcr,  is  played  by  "Bill  and 
Ted"  alumnus  Keanu  Reeves. 
Unfortunately,  Reeves  seems 
out  of  place  and  out  o  ("charac- 
ter, never  really  fulfilling  his 
part  in  the  film. 

Another  pleasant  perfor- 
mance   is    from    Anthony 


Hopkins,  who  plays  Abraham 
van  Hclsing,  a  doctor  who  has 
a  strange  fascination  with  the 
creatures  ol  the  night.  Hopkins 
accurately  portrays  acharactcr 
who  is  seemingly  on  the  edge 
of  insanity  and  brilliance. 
Sound  familiar,  Hannibal 
fans? 

Coppola's  version  of 
"Dracula"  goes  beyond  the 
blood  and  fright  fest  that  most 
moviegoers  expected.  It  is  a 
story  of  romance  and  seduc- 
tion with  just  the  light  touch  of 
humor.  Oh,  but  it  is  scary,  as 
well  as  provocative  and  gran- 
diose. Don't  miss  it. 

Thank  you  to  Locw's  The- 
atre in  Locminslcr  for  their 
cooperation. 


mwmmmmmmmmmm&mwi 

by  Charlene  Arsenault 
Staff  writer 


Charley  Dee  &  the  Dee 
Blues  Band  introduced  a  rare 
genre  of  music  to  Fitchburg 
State  College.  The  band  deliv- 
ered a  full  two  sets  of  back-to- 
basics  blues  to  an  audience  of 
more  than  fifty. 

The  band  members  in- 
cluded Dee  on  lead  guitar  and 
vocals,  Tom  Testagrossa  on 
rhythm  guitar  and  vocals,  Ri- 
chard "Birdman"  Burdell  on 
bass,  and  "Cadillac"  Steve 
Paul  on  drums. 

Dee  and  the  band  covered  a 
collection  of  songs  from  clas- 
sic blues  artists  such  as  Muddy 
Waters  and  B.B.  King  and 
blended  them  with  a  few 
songs  of  their  own. 

The  first  set  began  with 
"Healing  Feeling"  by  Hubert 
Sumlin  and  an  impressive 
original  entitled  "Mississippi 


Burning".  The  band  slowly 
developed  a  groove  through- 
out the  rest  of  the  set  which 
also  included  traditional  blues 
tunes  like  "Rain"  and  one  of 
the  more  striking  songs  of  the 
night,  "Poison  Ivy",  sung  by 
Testagrossa 

Highlights  of  the  second 
set  included  the  popular 
"Walk  the  Dog"  which  was 
also  sung  by  Testagrossa  and 
featured  solos  by  Burdell  and 
Paul.  Dee  also  belted  out  a 
driving  rendition  of  "Rolling 
and  Tumbling  Blues"  which 
Eric  Clapton  covered  in  his 
"Unplugged"  concert  on 
MTV. 

Charley  Dee  delivered  the 
blues  with  a  slightly  new 
angle.  Unlike  other  blues 
bands,  they  tend  to  shy  away 
from  the  traditional  3-chord 
stand-bys.  This  classic  form 
of  music  is  presented  the  way 
it  should  be  heard  -  with  feel- 
ing. 


ALL 


CAUSE 


NO 

by  Julie  Johnston  -L-/-L    A    J— /V>  ± 

Strobe  staff 

Cause  and  Effect;  what  caused  this  musical  catastrophe? 

"Another  Minute",  the  first  album  from  this  trio  that  hails 
from  Northern  California,  is  not  the  best  example  of  original- 
ity. Cause  and  Effect  utilizes  a  style  that  is  already  too 
common. 

The  alternative  top  40  sound  has  been  firmly  established 
by  bands  such  as  Depeche  Mode  and  INXS.  Cause  and  Effect 
has  done  nothing  more  than  mimic  this  sound  precisely. 

The  talent  of  keyboardist  Sean  Rowley,  guitarist  Robert 
Rowe,  and  drummer  Rich  Shepard  is  overshadowed  by  an 
obvious  marketing  ploy.  With  the  finicky  tastes  of  the  90's 
music  listener,  Cause  and  Effect  may  find  themselves  tread- 


Cause  and  Effect  gets  no  points  for  originality. 


ing  some  stagnant  waters. 

Rowe  describes  the  band's  approach  as  "...an  alternative 
sound  with  a  mainstream  flavor."  The  emphasis  on  main- 
stream, however,  leaves  a  bland  taste  to  the  album.  "Another 
Minute"  even  comes  with  its  own  built-in  hit,  "You  Think 
You  Know  Her",  and  a  remix  of  the  same  song,  if  you  didn't 
get  the  point  the  first  time. 

Rowe  states,  "We  want  to  create  a  real  career  in  music,  and 
we  see  this  album  as  the  first  step."  For  Cause  and  Effect, 
however,  it's  more  like  a  step  backwards.  Perhaps  with  their 
next  album,  Cause  and  Effect  will  have  better  luck  establish- 
ing their  own  sound  instead  of  building  upon  an  old  one. 
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THE  Daily  Crossword    byLouissamrey 


Fane  Fiske  complimented  the  Indian  Hill  Symphony  Orchestra  in  the  November  17  performance 


Beautiful  music  fills  Weston 
Auditorium 


by  Kerry  Quealey 
Strobe  Staff 

Like  the  Pied  Piper's  call, 
beautiful  music  attracted 
swarms  of  students,  teachers 
and  adults  to  Weston  Audito- 
rium, there  to  witness  the  No- 
vember 1 8  performance  of  the 
Indian  Hill  Symphony  Or- 
chestra accompanied  by  pia- 
nist Jane  Fiske  of  the  college's 
humanities  department. 

The  lights  throughout  the 
auditorium  were  dimmed  low, 
and  only  slightly  brighter  on 
stage.  The  orchestra  was  com- 
pletely filled  with  men  dressed 
in  black  and  white  tuxedos  and 
women  in  long  black  dresses. 
The  Symphony  began  with 
music  director  and  conductor 
Paul  Gay  making  his  way  to 
the  platform  just  beyond  the 


luxurious  Grand  Piano  on  cen- 
ter stage.  With  the  entire  or- 
chestra already  having  played 
pre-Symphony  melodies,  they 
immediately  began  their  first 
piece,  an  overture  by  Ludwig 
van  Beethoven. 

The  highlight  of  the  night 
was  the  moment  when  Jane 
Fiske  walked  onto  the  stage 
with  a  long  purple  dress,  just 
colorful  enough  to  stand  out 
from  the  rest  of  the  orchestra, 
yet  subtle  enough  to  blend  well 
with  the  rest.  Following  her 
was  Gay,  who  stood  just  be- 
hind while  she  made  her  wel- 
coming bow  to  the  audience. 

As  the  applause  continued, 
Fiske  took  her  seat  at  the  piano. 
She  presented  a  very  animated 
performance,  emphasizing  her 
talent  and  love  for  the  piano 
with  subtle  swaying  and  grace- 


ful movements. 

The  beauty  of  the  orchestra 
was  expressed  not  only  in  the 
music,  but  also  in  the  move- 
ment. Besides  its  emphasis  in 
Fiske's  performance,  the  im- 
portance of  movement  was  il- 
lustrated by  Gay,  whose  con- 
ducting was  similar  to  a  dance, 
one  that  was  complimented  by 
the  music  it  provoked. 

As  a  whole  the  Symphony 
was  an  extraordinary  one  for 
those  who  understand  the  ap- 
preciation of  the  orchestra,  and 
for  even  those  who  are  not  so 
musically  inclined,  the  im- 
mense talent  was  evident.  The 
audience  was  treated  to  apleas- 
anteveningof  fine  culture,  spe- 
cifically the  art  of  symphony .  It 
was  a  performance  that  the  at- 
tendants will  not  forget. 


RESERVE     OFFICERS'    TRAINING     CORPS 


ONE  COURSE 

THAT  COULD  CHANGE 

THE  COURSE 

OF  YOUR  LIFE. 


Look  forward  to  the 
future  with  confidence. 
Enroll  in  Army  ROTC,  an 
elective  that's  different 
from  any  other  college 
course.  ROTC  offers  hands- 
on  leadership  train- 
ing. Training  that 
gives  you  experi- 
ence and  helps  build 


self-confidence,  character 
and  management  skills.  All 
the  credentials  employers 
look  for.  ROTC  is  open  to 
freshmen  and  sophomores 
without  obligation  and  re- 
quires about  4  hours 
per  week.  It  will  put 
your  life  on  a  whole 
new  course. 


ARMY  ROTC 


THE  SMARTEST  COLLEGE 
COURSE  YOU  CAN  TAKE. 
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ACROSS 
1  Peak 
5  Apportion 
9  Ozdog 

13  Friable  soil 

14  Fragrant  wood 

16  Saharan 

17  Big  name  in 
boxing 

20  Views 

21  Edges 

22  "Thou  art  — 
ready  to 
pardon" 

23  Instance 

24  Hoffman  of 
Hollywood 

27  Keep  in  mind 

31  Single 

32  Middleweight 
champ  once 

33  Mug  filler 

34  —rule 
(generally) 

35  Hides 

36  Relative 

37  Politician: 
abbr. 

38  — Chinese 

39  Duvalier's  land 
41  Wages 

44  Fictitious 

45  Thought 

46  City  on  the 
Arno 


47  Ger.  prison 

camp 
50  Feeding  stop 

in  the  wild 
54  Singer  from  Ky. 

56  Ballet  wear 

57  Adoree  or 
Taylor 

58  Singing  Carter 

59  Nipapalm 

60  Saucy 

61  Villa  d — 


DOWN 

1  To  boot 

2  Victory 

3  Three  Wise  Men 

4  Spring 

5  Isolate 

6  Oxlike  antelope 

7  Kid  stuff 

8  Moray 

9  Horse  team 

10  Nuncupative 

11  Wear  down 

12  Choosing-game 
call 

15  Flat  seeds 

18  Taut 

19  Seine  feeder 

23  Casals' 
instrument 

24  Couples 

25  Like  some 
stones 


26  Pundit 

27  Incursions 

28  Seasoner 

29  Cream 

30  Bridge  call 
32  "The  Prisoner 

of—" 
35  Salad  additive 

39  Must 

40  Shellfish 

42  Accumulate 

43  Dutch  cheese 

44  Headband 

46  Certain  horse 

47  Mex.  lass 

48  Track  figure 

49  Wire-haired 
film  star 

50  New  Year's  Eve 
word 

51  Chemical 
suffixes 

52  Ancient  Gaul 

53  Rote  of  the 
gridiron 

55  Opp.  of  37A 


turnup 


$7.50  HAIRCUTS  WITH  AD 

Reg.$9.50 
*Shampoo  and  Blowdry  extra 


Walk-in  or  by  appointment 

Monday  1 :00  PM  to  9:00  PM 

Tuesday  thru  Friday  9:00  AM  to  9:00  PM 

Saturday  9:00  AM  to  6:00  PM 


140  Lunenburg  Street,  Fitehburg 

343-9473 
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Announcements 

Relationship  Issues  program  meets  Tuesdays  from3:30pjn.  to5:00p.m. 
in  Counseling  Services,  3rd  floor  HammondBuilding.  All  students 
welcome. 

Adult  Children  of  Alcoholics  ( ACOA)  group  meetings  are  Thursdays 
3:30p.m.  to  5:00p.m.  in  Counseling  Services,  3rd  floor  Hammond 
Building.  All  students  welcome. 

The  Women's  Support  Group  meets  Wednesdays  through  December  9, 
from  3:30p.m.  to  5:00p.m.  Call  Libby  at  x3 152  to  sign  up. 

Fitchburg  State  College  is  recycling  old  telephone  books.  They  can  be 
returned  to  the  front  desk  of  Shipping  and  Receiving  in  the  Anthony 
Building.  Your  cooperation  will  be  appreciated. 

Are  you  a  Jewish  student  looking  to  meet  other  Jewish  students  to  discuss 
classes,  politics,  or  the  next  "Simpsons"  episode?  If  so,  the  Jewish 
Student  Union  is  for  you.  Join  us  Tuesday  evenings  at  7:00p.m.  inB-26 
and  B-27  next  to  the  FSC  pub.  See  you  there! 

Newman  Center  events: 

Alcoholics  Anonymous  meets  every  Wednesday  at  6:00p.m.  in  the  NC 
Activities  Lounge.  "Project  Rachel"  for  post-abortion  concerns;  meet- 
ings can  be  arranged  by  calling  345-2688. 
Mass  Schedule: 

Sunday  -1 1:00a.m.  (no  mass  on  long  weekends) 
Monday-9:00pjn.  (confessions  at  8:30p.m.  or  by  appointment) 
Tuesday  and  Wednesday-4:30p  jn. 

The  Sociology  Club  will  be  holding  a  meeting  on  Wednesday,  Novem- 
ber 18  at  3:30p.m.  in  the  first  floor  lobby  of  Miller  Hall.  This  is  an 
informal  meeting  to  begin  planning  for  next  semester.  AH  are  welcome 
to  attend. 

The  following  are  workshops  being  sponsored  by  the  Career  Services 
Center  (3rd  floor  Hammond ).  For  more  info,  call  345-2151  ext.  3151 
Balancing  Family  and  Career-  November  30, 4:30p.m.  to  6:00p.m. 
Job  Search  Basics-  December  1, 3:30p.m.  to  5:00p.m. 
Interview  Preparation-  December  2, 3:30p.m.  to  5:00p.m. 
Resume  Writing-  December  3, 3:30p.m.  to  5:00p.m. 

The  Freeloader  Service  is  a  shuttle  bus  that  operates  every  Thursday 
night,  shuttling  FSC  students  to  Searstown  Mall,  Loew's  Theatre,  the 
YMCA,  or  Orchard  Hills  Country  Club.  See  Campus  Center  for  times. 

The  FSC  Karate  Club  is  presenting  a  karate  tournament  at  the  Parkinson 
Gymnasium  on  December  5  from  11:00a.m.  to  4:00pm.  This  is  a 
traditional  Japanese  cultural  event,  and  will  feature  competition  between 
private,  state,  and  ivy  league  college  teams.  If  you've  never  seen  a  karate 
tournament,  it  is  a  brand  of  excitement  you  won't  want  to  miss! 

Thanksgiving  recess  will  begin  at  3 :30p.m.  on  Wednesday,  November 

25.  The  Residence  Halls  will  close  at  5:00p.m.  on  the  same  day.  The 

Campus  Center  will  also  close  at  6:00p.m.  on  that  day. 

The  Campus  Center  will  be  open  on  Friday ,  November  27  from  7:30a.m. 

to  5:00p.m.,  but  it  will  be  closed  on  Saturday,  November  28. 

The  Campus  Center  and  the  Residence  Halls  will  reopen  at  12: 00p.m.  on 

Sunday,  November  29. 

Due  to  Thanksgiving  recess,  there  will  be  no  Strobe  on  Wednesday, 
December  2.  We  wish  everyone  a  happy  and  safe  Thanksgiving. 


Classifieds 

Classifieds  will  be  accepted  in  the  Strobe  Office  (off  the  com- 
muter cafe)  every  Wednesday  from3 :00pjn.  to  5 :00pjn .  Classifieds 
are  $35  each  less  than  30  words.  All  classifieds  are  subject  to  editing. 

Personals 


T.C.F.  W.  is  looking  for  a  few  good  men,  if  you  know  of  any ,  please 

see  any  member. 

-Kab,  C-C,  Marisa,  K,  or  Chic 

Tri-Sig, 

We've  drifted  apart  this  semester.  I  hope  we  are  keeping  up  the 

tradition!  Too  many  of  us  are  on  probation. 

To  our  sisters,  the  Tokalons, 

Good  luck  with  the  rest  of  the  semester!  We  love  you. 

Amy  and  Paula 

To  the  Eso's:  The  losers  of  the  snowball  fight. 
Rematch:  next  snowfall  on  the  quad! 
Love,  the  winners!  The  Tokalon  Society 

Sigma  Pi  Pledges: 

Congratulations  on  being  the  newest  brothers  of  Sigma  Pi. 

Signed,  CDB 

Congratulations  to  the  new  Sigma  Pi  brothers 
Love,  the  Sisters  of  the  Tokalon  Society 

Chaboink, 

Just  thought  I'd  say  hello,  hope  you  feel  better. 

Guess  who! 

You  are  cordially  invited  to  the  Tokalon  Society 's  Annual  Christ- 
mas party.  December  10,  at  Chappy's  from  7-midnight  Buses 
available  in  front  of  Russell.  Cover  is  $5.  See  any  Tokalon  for 
further  details,  tickets  in  advance,  please. 

Dear  administration: 

Students  are  not  always  wrong.  The  policies  on  this  campus  need 
to  be  improved.  Students  are  not  here  during  X-mas  break  or 
summer  break,  so  don't  take  that  time  to  take  advantage  of  us. 

Dear  Snow  Lady: 

Hi,  it's  white  and  beautiful,  I'll  miss  you  next  semester,  it  was  a 

great  4  years!! 

Love  always.  Snow  man 

Dear  Paula, 

I  don't  believe  you  haven't  scooped  yet  You  still  have  two  weeks. 

I  hope  you  prove  me  wrong  and  don't  scoop! ! 

Congratulations  to  the  Beta  Class  of  Phi  Sigma  Sigma! 
Love,  Knapper 

Hi  Pee! — Guess  who? 

Congratulations  to  the  new  sisters  of  Phi  Sigma  Sigma  and  the  new 
brothers  of  Sigma  Tau  Gamma! 
Love,  the  Tokalon  Society 

Bru, 

There  was  a  time  when  we  were  close.  Rumors  tore  us  apart.  Can 
we  ever  find  each  other  again?  Friends  are  hard  to  find  and  forget. 
Bye,  me 

Jill, 

I  just  want  to  say  thanks  for  giving  me  a  chance,  I  really  appreciate 

it 

Paul 

EricH. 

Stay  out  of  my  dreams! ! 

Phi  Beta  Sigmas 

Thanks  for  the  great  time.  The  social  was  a  blast.  Let's  do  it  again 

sometime. 

Love,  The  Tokalons 

Dear  Club  Comm/Med, 

I  wish  that  I  could  have  gone  into  Harvard  Square  with  all  of  you 

to  see  Rocky!  The  fun  time  that  you  guys  had  only  comes  around 

once  in  a  while.  Maybe  next  time! 

Love,  MLM 

Dear  Renee, 

That  smile,  those  eyes,  WOW,  you're  a  cutee!  I'd  like  to  see  you 

sometime  soon! 

Mr.  Clown 
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CORNER 


Intramural  volleyball  is  off  and  running  at  the  Parkinson  Gymnasium. 


1992  MASC AC  Fall  Sports  Standing 


1992  MASCAC  Football  Standings 


Team  Conf. 

1 .  Bridgewater  5-0 

2.  Westfield  4-1 

3.  Mass.  Maritime  2-2 

4.  Framingham  2-3 

5.  Worcester  1-3 

6.  FITCHBURG  0-5 


1992  MASCAC  Field  Hockey  Standings 

Conf>  Overall 

4-1  6-10-1 

3-1-1  8-6-1 

2-2-1  4-8-1 

3-2  7-8-1 

2-3  3-13-1 

0-5  4-13 


Team 

1 .  Bridgewater 

2.  Worcester 

3.  Westfiekj 

4.  FITCHBURG 

5.  Salem 

6.  Framingham 


1992  MASCAC  Men's  Soccer  Standings 


Team 

1 .  North  Adams 

2.  Salem 

3.  Framingham 

4.  FITCHBURG 

5.  Westfiekj 

6.  Bridgewater 

7.  Mass.  Maritime 

8.  Worcester 


Conf. 

7-1 
6-1 
4-3 
4-3 
3^ 
2-5 
2-5 
0-7 


Overall 

14-3-1 
12-4-2 

9-9 
10-5-2 

7-11 

4-14 

6-13 

2-13 


1992  MASCAC  Volleyball  Standings 


Team  Conf. 

1 .  Salem  4-1 

2.  Framingham  4-1 

3.  Worcester  3-2 

4.  FITCHBURG  2-3 

5.  Bridgewater  2-3 

6.  Mass.  Maritime  0-5 


Overall 

11-11 

8-14 
8-16 
8-17 
7-15 
3-17 


Intramural  softball, 

continued  from  page  12 
ily,  however,  as  they  scored 
six  runs  in  the  top  of  the  sev- 
enth. M.C.  fell  short,  how- 
ever, and  Avenge  got  their 
revenge  with  an  8-6  champi- 
onship win.  They  had  a  final 
record  of  7-1. 

"I  thought  we  were  an  all- 
around  great  team,"  said 
Avenge    co-captain    Neil 


Rice.  "We  had  strong  hitting 
and  defense.  Our  women 
especially  helped  us  through 
the  season."  The  women 
Rice  was  referring  to  are  co- 
captain  Kim  Calderwood, 
Lara  Majeski,  Michelle 
Walker,  Jen  Army,  Allison 
Claffie,  and  Kendy 
Boermester. 

Avenge  also  took  advan- 
tage of  the  two  varsity  base- 


ball player  rule,  as  they 
picked  up  Shawn  Ducharme 
and  John  Walden,  both  var- 
sity Falcon  baseball  players. 
The  1992  intramural  soft- 
ball  season  was  successful 
once  again.  Thanks  to  intra- 
mural director  Mark 
Greenfield,  and  softball 
chairperson  Jennifer  Crane 
for  all  their  hard  work  and 
dedication. 


The  good,  the  bad,  and  the  ugly 

by  Steve  Crafts 
I  Staff  writer 

The  good,  the  bad,  and  the  ugly.  I  know  it's  almost  cliche 
to  sum  up  events  and  whatnots  in  that  fashion,  but  I  see  no 
better  phrase  that  suits  the  current  Boston  sports  scene. 

The  Good.  Hello,  Bruins  and  Celtics  fans.  Yes,  both  of 
these  teams  are  deservedof  this  honorable  tide.  Unfortunately, 
good  is  not  good  enough.  Both  are  good  teams,  but  there  is  a 
very  distinct  and  fine  line  between  being  good  and  being  champi- 
ons. Sure,  they'll  provide  us  with  some  excitement  and  win  some 
good  games  this  year,  but  neither  poses  that  special  ingredient  it 
takes  to  win  it  all.  Nor  do  I  see  a  ring  in  the  near  future  for  either  of 
the  two. 

For  the  B's,  Ray  Bourque  is  not  getting  any  younger,  and  Cam 
Neely's  future  is  questionable  at  best.  The  Celts  should  find  life 
after  Larry  to  be  harder  than  expected. 

The  Bad.  Although  their  first  win  of  the  season  last  week  was 
impressive,  it  was  only  the  first  win  of  the  season.  The  New  England 
Patriots  are  simply  a  bad  team.  Victor  Kiam  put  this  team  into  a 
shambles,  and  made  them  the  laughing  stock  of  the  league.  It's 
going  to  be  awhile  before  they  fully  recover.  If  and  when  they  do 
recover,  there  is  a  good  chance  it  will  be  in  some  other  city. 

The  Ugly.  Tell  me  you  didn't  see  this  one  coming  down  the 
Mass  Pike!  The  Boston  Red  Sox  right  now  are  simply  laughable. 
The  organization  is  a  mess.  The  Sox  desperately  need  a  single 
owner  with  the  sole  interest  of  seeing  good  baseball  from  top  to 
bottom.  It  is  just  unbelievable  to  me,  how  the  team  doctor  is  also  part 
owner.  Where  do  his  interests  lie?  Seeing  that  these  guys  are  treated 
as  good  as  they  possibly  can  be  and  notrisking  re-injury,  orputting 
fannies  in  the  seat  each  night?  Until  there  is  a  complete  front  office 
shake  down,  I  see  no  hope  for  the  Sox  in  the  next  few  years. 

Not  since  1986  has  the  city  of  Boston  been  able  to  celebrate  a 
champion,  and  folks,  it  looks  like  no  time  soon  will  we  be  able  to 
again. 


*Deep  thoughts 

zuith  the  JSC football  Uam 

by  Eric  Saczawa 
Strobe  staff 

Another  disappointing  season  is  over  for  the  FSC  football  team.  This 
season  was  their  longest  in  three  years,  as  the  Falcons  did  not  find  the  win 
column  once  in  nine  tries  this  season.  I  am  not  going  to  analyze,  criticize, 
and  make  judgments  about  this  year's  team,  as  many  writers  would. 
Instead,  no  one  can  say  it  better  than  the  Falcons  themselves: 

What  would  make  you  proud  about  this  team  in  spite  of  an  0-9  season? 

"First,  you  should  realize  that  we  were  outmanned.  We  had  a  lot  of 
veterans  who  didn't  come  back  for  various  reasons.  Between  the  1990 
and  '91  seasons,  we  had  61  players  who  should  have  been  back  as 
veterans  for  this  season.  This  was  supposed  to  be  our  year."  HeadCoach 
Vin  Keough 

"We  formed  a  real  sense  of  togetherness,  which  developed  into  team 
spirit.  About  14  freshmen  played  a  significant  amount  of  time,  getting 
better  with  each  game.  The  future  looks  bright."  Assistant  Coach  Mike 
Woessner 

What  kind  of  adv  ice  did  you  give  the  players  on  sticking  it  through  late 
in  the  season? 

"Justremember  we'replaying  alot  of  tough  teams  -  let's  stick  through 
it,  and  something's  bound  to  happen.  We  only  have  about  35  players, 
only  four  of  which  are  seniors.  Let's  all  forget  that,  and  play  every  game 
like  a  veteran."  Senor  Co-captain  Lou  Vento 

"Stick  together  as  a  group  -  if  you  want  change  to  happen,  you've  got 
to  look  in  the  mirror  and  start  with  yourselves  -  believe  in  yourselves,  and 
stay  together  as  a  team."  Senior  Co-Captain  Jim  Mitchell 

What  advice  would  you  give  next  year's  returners  on  how  to  bounce 
back  from  an  0-9  season? 

"Don't  let  the  outcome  dictate  the  potential.  Keep  working  exactly 
how  you  've  been  working,  with  the  same  goal,  and  hope  that  it  all  comes 
together.  This  year's  record  means  nothing  about  next  year's  team. 
Don't  quit  -  just  making  it  through  an  0-9  season  makes  you  a  winner." 
Senior  John  Lucier 

"Put  the  losing  out  of  your  mind  -  but  don't  forget  the  lessons  you 
learned  from  it.  To  keep  the  fires  burning,  you  have  to  remember  we're 
more  than  just  a  group  of  players,  we're  also  a  family."  Coach  Woessner 

"Remember  the  youth  of  the  team.  We  had  a  lot  of  great  young 
players .  Although  that  did  no  t  develop  into  a  winning  team  this  year,  each 
individual  gained  valuable  experience.  As  the  youth  gets  older,  the 
experience  will  gel  into  the  important  teamwork  that  is  the  foundation  of 
a  great  football  team."  Assistant  Coach  Dom  Jacques 

"The  Falcons  weren't  winners  on  the  field.  But  football  is  a  lot  more 
than  what  takes  place  on  the  field.  We  were  winners  in  building 
friendships;  learning  from  each  other,  along  with  helping  one  another." 
Jim  Mitchell 

On  Coaching  FSC  for  three  years: 

"I  really  enjoyed  coaching  the  players  at  Fitchburg  State.  The  guys 
always  gave  it  100%.  They  always  hung  in  there,  and  never  pointed 
fingers."  Coach  Keough 
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Falcons  soar  away,  shot  down  at  home 


by  Dave  Querzoli 
Strobe  Staff 

Coach  Dean  Fuller's  Fal- 
cons continued  their  tradi- 
tion of  hockey  excellence 
Tuesday  night  ,  as  they 
skated  into  their  1992-93 
campaign  with  a  6-4  win 
over  UMASS  Dartmouth. 
Senior  co-captain  Dave 
Gromko  sparked  an  FSC 
comeback  with  an  impres- 
sive second  period  short 
handed  goal,  pulling  the  Fal- 
con s  within  one  of  the 
UMASS  Dartmouth  Cor- 
sairs. Junior  defensemen 
Casey  Nelson  netted 
Fitchburg  into  a  tie  going 
into  the  second  intermis- 
sion. 

Freshmen  Dale  Kimball 
not  only  scored  his  first  col- 
legiate goal,  but  also  the 
game-winner.  The  Falcons 
went  on  to  put  the  final  nail 
in  Dartmouth's  coffin  with 
two  more  goals  (Bill 
Mastrangelo  and  Andy 
Beard). 

"I  felt  Steve  Lyden 
played  excellent  for  us," 
began  coach  Fuller.  "He 
had  not  only  a  key  goal,  but 
also  an  assist" 

Goaltender  Ken 
Schwabe  solidified  the  Fal- 
con defense,  saving  24  of  28 
shots  in  60  minutes  of  play. 
With  their  first  game  in  the 
books  as  a  6-4  victory  the 
Falcons  seemed  to  live  up  to 
their  early  season  expecta- 
tions. "This  was  a  great  win 


an  important  win  for  our 
overall  tournament  seat- 
ing." stated  Fuller.  "Butitis 
too  early  to  be  thinking  tour- 
nament Now  we  are  just 
thinking  about  what' s  next " 
What  followed  next  was 
a  flogging  at  the  Wallace 
Civic  Center,  an  11-1  loss 


that  dampened  the  festivities 
of  the  Falcons  home  opener. 
The  Yellowjackets  of 
American  International  Col- 
lege took  the  Wallace  arena 
by  storm  as  they  slapped 
Fitchburg  with  the  1 1-1  loss. 
The  Falcons  could  not  stop 
the  powerful  AIC  offensive 


strike,  letting  the 
Yellowjackets  net  nine  un- 
answered goals. 

Freshman  forward  Bill 
Troup  knocked  in  FSC's 
sole  goal  via  an  assist  from 
Brian  Mclnnis  and  Steve 
Baldassare. 

Despite  the  big  loss,  the 


Falcons  had  a  number  of  sil- 
ver linings  in  their  dark 
cloud.  Fuller's  Falcons  saw 
underclassmen  Brian 

Famell,  Bryan  Hughes,  DJ 
Conte  and  Bill  Mastrengelo 
rise  to  the  occasion  and  as- 
sume positive  roles. 


From  the  bench : 

a  football  player  recounts  horrible  season 


by  John  Lucier 
Contributing  writer 

Since  I've  been  involved 
with  a  number  of  athletic 
teams  in  my  life,  I've  experi- 
enced some  winning  seasons 
and  some  losing  seasons.  As 
a  member  of  the  FSC  foot- 
ball team,  I  was  a  part  of  one 
of  the  losing  seasons.  When 
you  suffer  through  a  winless 
season,  you  reevaluate  your- 
self. Not  only  as  a  football 
player,  but  as  ahuman  being. 
There  were  times  when 
we  were  beaten  so  badly,  I 
thought  the  guys  weren't  go- 
ing to  show  up  on  Monday  to 
begin  the  next  week.  But  I 
was  proven  wrong  each 
time.  The  resiliency  of  the 
thirty  members  of  the  team 
was  amazing.  There  were 
games  that  we  lost  41-0, 
when  we  thought  we  would 
easily  pull  out  a  win.  But 
instead  we  went  home  with 
our  parents  or  friends,  pray- 
ing they  wouldn't  laugh  too 
loud. 

True,  it's  always  more 
fun  to  be  involved  with  a 
winning  program.  Articles 
in  the  paper  praise  you  and 
your  teammates,  fans  recog- 
nize you  in  the  grocery  store, 
and  parents  are  proud.  It's 


easier  to  go  to  practice  every 
day  when  there  are  rewards 
like  winning  at  the  end  of  the 
road. 

When  you  lose,  you  have 
to  really  give  of  yourself  with 
no  tangible  rewards.  But  you 
gain  so  much  more.  Losing 
helps  you  define  who 
your  friends  are;  the  stands 
are  so  empty,  you  can't  lose 
sight  of  your  friends.  You 
learn  which  teammates  you 
can  lean  on  when  times  get 
tough,  because  there  are  no 
free  loaders  along  for  the  ride. 
Fair-weather  fans  and  play- 
ers have  been  long  since 
thrown  from  the  bandwagon 
many  hard  knocks  ago. 
Only  the  troopers  remain. 

Each  Monday,  we  began 
to  prepare,  and  each  Saturday 
we  fell  short  But  each  of  us 
kept  showing  up.  There 
wasn't  one  guy  who  stopped 
trying.  Sure,  we  lost  guys 
along  the  way.  But  thirty  of 
us  stucktogether  through  one 
of  the  hardest  things  we'll 
ever  go  through:  the  total 
giving  of  ourselves  without 
reward. 

I  could  waste  paper  giving 
excuses  or  placing  blame,  but 
I'd  rather  shed  light  on  the 
positive  things:  the  heart 
shown  by  a  group  of  guys 


who  barely  outweigh  most 
high-school  teams.  Or  the 
patience  displayed  by  the 
coaching  staff  and  a  group  of 
loyal  fans,  mostly  parents 
and  friends,  who  supported 
us  through  the  hard  times. 

And  to  point  out  that  just 
because  you  end  up  on  the 
wrong  side  of  the  scoreboard, 
it  doesn't  make  you  a  loser. 
The  most  important  thing  is 
that  you've  learned  some- 
thing from  the  experience.  I 
grew  a  lot  as  a  human  being 
this  season  because  I  was  sur- 
rounded by  determined, 
stubborn,  and  courageous 
people  who  wouldn't  quit  no 
matter  how  badly  the  odds 
were  stacked  against  them. 

Bumps  and  bruises  are 
trophies  to  a  winner.  A  win- 
ner wears  a  black  eye  like  a 
badge  that  says  "you  should 
have  seen  what  he  looked 
like;"  but  to  the  loser,  the 
smallest  bruise  can  seem  like 
a  broken  bone. 

So  all  you  guys  who  lost 
with  dignity  and  stuck  it  out 
even  though  your  body  felt 
broken,  the  best  is  yet  to 
come.  Feel  good  that  you 
made  it  through  to  the  terrible 
end.  You'll  never  quit  any- 
thing in  your  life  after  that  - 
you  don't  know  how! 


Intramural  softball  wasabighitwith  some  of  the  campus  athletes . 

Intramural  softball  season 
once  again  a  success 


by  Eric  Saczawa 
Strobe  staff 

FSC  fall  varsity  athletes 
aren't  the  only  ones  calling  it  a 
season.  There  was  a  whole 
different  breed  of  Falcons 
playing  every  day  at  McKay 
softball  field.  Yes,  the  1992 
intramural  softball  season  has 
come  to  an  end  once  again. 

This  year's  championship 
title  went  to  League  A's 
Avenge.  After  ending  the  sea- 
son in  a  divisional  tie  with  the 
Hycolonics,  Avenge  beat  the 
Hyclonics  in  a  divisional  play- 
off game.  They  then  went  on 
to  play  the  B  division  champs, 
Destroyers,  in  the  semi-finals, 
and  were  once  again  victori- 
ous. 

So,  for  the  second  year  in  a 
row,  Avenge  was  in  the  finals 


Oast  year  they  were  under  a 
different  name:  352  High- 
land). Last  year,  they  faced  off 
against  the  Leprechauns,  and 
lost  because  of  a  fluke  in  which 
the  Leprechauns  purposefully 
batted  out  of  order  to  bring  in 
the  tying  run.  That's  why  352 
Highland  changed  their  name 
to  "Avenge:"  so  they  could 
avenge  the  title  they  could 
have  had  last  year. 

This  year's  final's  oppo- 
nents were  league  C's 
Methanic  Colon.  Avenge 
jumped  to  an  early  3-0  lead. 
After  that  they  scored  little  by 
little,  one  run  an  inning,  and 
had  an  8-0  lead  going  into  the 
7th  and  final  inning.  Methanic 
Colon  would  not  give  up  eas- 

Intram  ural  softball, 
continued  to  page  11 


